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TERRITORIAL CREATIVITY 2 3 5

Kids wanna be so hard.
But in my dreams we're still screamin' and runnin' through the yard.
(UK�HSS�VM�[OL�^HSSZ�[OH[�[OL`�I\PS[�PU�[OL�ZL]LU[PLZ�ÄUHSS`�MHSS�
Arcade Fire, The Suburbs 2010

Since the end of the Second World War, in Europe, an urban renewal has started gathering peo-
ple’s enthusiasm and the commitment of many entrepreneurs and public administrators. In Paler-
mo (Sicily), the agricultural lands began to include new neighbourhoods that quickly merged with 
[OL�OPZ[VYPJ�HUK�UPUL[LLU[O�[^LU[PL[O�JLU[\Y`�JLU[YL��0U�[OL�ÄM[PLZ��IL[^LLU�[OL�[V^U�HUK�P[Z�NLV-
graphic limits (Corona dei Colli), a beltway has been hypothesized and, in a few years, will become 
manifest as a founding board (Culotta 2005) for a “new town” made of peripheries. In the seventies, 
P[�^HZ�[OL�ZWPUL�VM�HU�L_WHUKPUN�\YIHU�MHIYPJ�[OH[�HIZVYILK�JP[Y\Z�HUK�VSP]L�NYV]LZ��]PUL`HYKZ��ÄLSK�
VM� ÅV^LYZ��NHYKLUZ�� Y\YHS�I\PSKPUNZ��^HYLOV\ZLZ��]PSSHZ��HUK�OPZ[VYPJHS� ]PSSHNLZ� PU�H�JVTWSL_�HUK�
dynamic “rural-urban” fabric.

Figure 1. The power of the Young Town, map of Palermo. Graphic: Luciana Macaluso
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Peripheries make the great part of our contemporary metropolis: hybrid and changing territories 
PU�^OPJO�Y\YHS�HUK�\YIHU�[YHJLZ�HYL�JVTIPULK�PU�H�JVTWSL_�WHSPTWZLZ[�VM�KPќLYLU[�[PTLZ��PKLU[P-
[PLZ��HUK�Z[VYPLZ��;OPZ�[V^U�PZ�TVYL�HSP]L��TVYL�\UÄUPZOLK�HUK�`V\UNLY�[OHU�H�OPZ[VYPJ�JLU[YL��0[�
ULLKZ�ÅL_PISL��HKHW[P]L�WYVNYHTTLZ�VM�[YHUZMVYTH[PVU�HISL�[V�PUJS\KL�[OL�TV[PVU�VM�OL[LYVNLUL-
ous factors in a higher order, not imposed top down but built starting from the same places, in 
accordance with their social and environmental peculiarities. The metaphor of the graft can clarify 
this process. Every plant can be combined only with some others. The plant continues its growth 
I\[�P[�WYVK\JLZ�UL^�ÅV^LYZ�HUK�MY\P[Z��0U�HU�\YIHU�[YHUZMVYTH[PVU��[OL�WYVQLJ[�VM�HYJOP[LJ[\YL�HUK�
landscape can be a core of trans-disciplinary studies, in its multiple scales of representation and 
investigation. It is, by its own nature, an imperfect (it needs other disciplines, it does not immedi-
ately work except step by step) and optimistic instrument that helps us to trust in the potential of 
peripheries. From the small scale to the big scale, and vice versa, it makes us see and recognise 
“sleeping” values also in neglected or disadvantaged places; these values become the main in-
gredients whose “pertinent combination” can take new meanings. Within the experimental design 
[OL�HUHS`ZPZ�KL]LSVWZ�HUK�YLÄULZ�P[Z�YLZ\S[Z"�HUHS`ZPZ�HUK�WYVWVZHS�HYL�UV[�YLHSS`�KP]PZISL�PU[V�KPM-
ferent phases. On the contrary, the process continuously moves back and forth between reality 
and possibilities. This experimental design activity should be fed by seminars, visits, research, 
and collective parallel events following the more innovative method of participatory planning.

Figure 2. The power of the Young Town lies in its lymph-tissues and possible graft. 
Graphic: Luciana Macaluso
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;OPZ�JVU[PU\V\Z�[V^U� PZ�HIV\[�ÄM[`�`LHYZ�VSK!� P[� PZ�]LY`�¸`V\UN¹��JVUZPKLYPUN�[OL�HUJPLU[�JVYL�VM�
7HSLYTV�^HZ�MV\UKLK�PU�[OL�ÄM[O�JLU[\Y`�)*��¸@V\UN¹�PZ�PU[LUKLK�HZ�LZWLJPHSS`�K`UHTPJ��OL[LYV-
geneous, creative and, potentially, ecologic, unlike the compact city. Its inertia against physical 
changes is slighter, indeed human action is very powerful, and consequently also possibly danger-
ous. The risk is a cancellation of identities and human, historical traces: sometimes those are weak 
or hidden, but in Palermo always present. 

In the sixties and seventies abstract plans often prevailed over the rural heritage. However a cultural 
change, in which the progressive awareness of pre-existing environmental condition had an im-
portant role, made architects and planners more and more sensitive to the marks of the territories 
(Rogers 1958). Two previous studies1 focused on how some of these suburbs “tell stories” (Secchi 
1992), about their origins and current state through sketches, technical drawings, and texts to 
thus propose their future development. Those studies are the starting point for emphasising the 
K`UHTPZT�VM� [OYLL�ULPNOIV\YOVVKZ� PU�7HSLYTV·)VYNV�<SP]PH��HUK�ALU·[OH[� PUJS\KL�ZPNUPÄJHU[�
interpretations of the Modern Movement’s lesson in “Nucleo Sperimentale in Borgo Ulivia”, in the 
Zen 2, and the Public Housing of Villabate (ERP). Equally considering assumptions coming from 
those works, we could imagine an itinerary for Palermo from north (ZEN) to south (ERP) and vice 
versa, between “rural-urban” parks, along the seaside and the riverside, up to citrus groves and 
orchards from the plain to the hills.

The Zen 2 was born “among the rural and urban world” as a combination between a compact 
HUK�TVKLYU�[V^U�^OLYL�[OL�NYV\UK�ÅVVYZ�ZOV\SK�OH]L�ILLU�WLYTLHISL��VWLUPUN�WH[OZ�[V^HYKZ�
the countryside and the geography (Gregotti, in Macaluso 2016). This plan has been partially con-
structed (without facilities); Palermo grew to the north, up to it, and the villages around it also 
expanded. This boom produced a lot of buildings independent from the streets and enclosed with 
fences step by step. Also the insulae (blocks) in the Zen 2 have been closed. Pedestrian crossing 
PU�[OL�NYV\UK�ÅVVY�MHPSLK�[V�LќLJ[�H�ZWLJPHS�KVTLZ[PJ�JOHYHJ[LY�VM�[OL�JV\Y[Z�[OH[�HYL�HU�L_[LUZPVU�
of the apartments according to the tradition of living in Palermo (Sciascia 2003). Inhabitants take 
care of these spaces by maintaining them, they clean and place plants, chairs, tables, and small 
religious aedicule. This is where the neighbourhood relationships and activities develop. 

Referring to other texts for a complete description (Sciascia 2003), the attention can be focused 
on those parts of the Zen not built because of the protection of historical fragments, from south 
[V� UVY[O!� ]PSSH� 7LUZHILUL��*VY[PSL�.UHaaPKKP�� -VUKV�;YHWHUP�� ]PSSH�4LYJHKHU[L��*HZL�)\ќH�� HUK�
]PSSH�9HќV��JVTWHYHISL�[V�^OH[�PU�[OL�PTHNPUH[PVU�VM�[OL�JOPSK�VM�4PJOLSHUNLSV�^LYL�¸HIHUKVULK�
house[s] that belonged to a duke, a count, a prince, or maybe, why not, an emir” surrounded by 
“lemon groves like baobab, conifers that seemed to come directly from the Tierra del Fuego, gi-
ant sequoia, strange plants with primitive roots and so much water!” (Sciascia 2012). After all, the 
Arabic aqueduct (qanat) crosses the underground of the Zen. In a narrative approach, quantita-
tive data about these places also show their qualities. In the district (including Borgo Pallavicino, 
ALU����HUK�ALU����[OLYL�HYL�HIV\[��������PUOHIP[HU[Z�VM�^OPJO�VUS`���� ��HYL�TVYL�[OHU�ZP_[`�Ä]L�
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In Palermo, in the surrounding of the beltway, the “peripheries” shape a continuous town hardly 
held back by its geographical limits (the sea and the mountains) and the historical centre. “Pe-
ripheries” include an area about seven times larger than the old town, pushing their living force 
[V^HYKZ�ZTHSS�]PSSHNLZ�HUK�Y\YHS�ÄLSKZ��HIZVYIPUN�[OVZL�HUK�KVTPUH[PUN��H[�[OL�LUK��[OL�^OVSL�\Y-
IHU�Z`Z[LT!�[OL�[V^U�PZ�¸WLYPWOLYPLZ¹��>L�JVUZPKLY�[OYLL�ULPNOIV\YOVVKZ�PU�KPќLYLU[�JVUKP[PVUZ!
- Surrounded by a prestigious sprawl area and important sport facilities: Zen 2 (Zona Espansione 

Nord) is situated in the northwest of the old town, in the core of the Piana dei Colli, between 
the villages of Mondello, Cardillo, Partanna and Pallavicino. F. Amoroso (head of the team), S. 
Bisogni, V. Gregotti, H. Matsui, and F. Purini planned it in 1970. It is a compact fabric made 
by insulae (blocks). As if a seed of the old town fell out its wall in the countryside (Tafuri 1982) 
NYV^PUN�^P[O�TVKLYU�JOHYHJ[LYZ�Z\JO�HZ�WLYTLHISL�NYV\UK�ÅVVYZ�HUK�^PKL�WLYZWLJ[P]LZ�
towards the territory.

- Between Oreto river and the beltway: Borgo Ulivia is located in the south of the old town, 
merged with the villages Barone della Scala, Santa Maria di Gesù, Villagrazia and Ponte 
Rotto. In 1959, G. Samonà (head of the team), A. Bonafede, R. Calandra, and E. Caracciolo 
designed the “Nucleo Sperimentale” where self-referential blocks were placed to shape a 
street and a square.

- Where the countryside is still luxuriant: Public Housing of Villabate (ERP) is in the southeast of 
Palermo, between the villages of Ciaculli and Villabate. A. Bonafede, R. Calandra, B. Cola-
QHUUP��:��0UJVYWVYH��.��7PYYVUL��5��=PJHYP�KLZPNULK�P[�PU�� ����;OL�JVYL�VM�[OL�ULPNOIV\YOVVK�
is a square “out of scale” compared to the housing. 
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`LHYZ�VSK��4\UPJPWHSP[`�VM�7HSLYTV��:[H[PZ[PJ�6ѝJL���;OLYLMVYL�UV[�Q\Z[�[OL�[V^U�PZ�¸`V\UN¹�I\[�HSZV�
its inhabitants in comparison with the Italian average: the potential for participating in bottom-up 
activities and place-making is strong. On-going processes of inhabitants’ creativity (e.g., street art 
and other activities by the Comitato Internazionale per lo Sviluppo dei Popoli and by Zeninsieme), 
[OL�K`UHTPJ�VM�\UÄUPZOLK�ZWHJLZ��HUK�[OL�WYL�L_PZ[PUN�OPZ[VYPJHS�JVUKP[PVUZ��SLHK�[V�H�UL^�\YIHU�
pedestrian continuity, which is not generally spread out but links existing important steps in a path 
that forms an almost oblique line crossing the neighbourhood from the southeast corner to the 
UVY[O^LZ[�JVYULY��HUK�^OPJO�^VYRZ�H[�H�KPќLYLU[�ZJHSL�[V�HSZV�PU]VS]L�[OL�Z\YYV\UKPUNZ��YPJO�ZWYH^S�
and villages) and beyond.2 

Considering other studies carried out over the years at the University of Palermo on the urban 
design of Mount Pellegrino, the waterfront, and the Oreto River, our itinerary should reach the op-
posite side of the town, up to Borgo Ulivia, on the south border of Oreto River.3 It includes sixteen 
KPќLYLU[�HSSV[TLU[Z�JOHYHJ[LYPZLK�I`�SPULHY�ISVJRZ�WSHJLK�PU�VWLU�NYV\WZ��HTVUN�^OPJO�[OL�5\JSLV�
Sperimentale is an interesting exception) or forming, in the east part, closed courts on the model 
of Sicilian type of the baglio.4 A common character shared by these forms is the autonomy of their 
settlements from pre-existing elements of the place: via Villagrazia, a sinuous street along which a 
ZTHSS�]PSSHNL�KL]LSVWLK��[OL�NLVTL[Y`�VM�[OL�Y\YHS�ÄLSKZ��HUK�[OL�ILS[^H �̀�

;OL�NHW�IL[^LLU�[OL�I\PSKPUNZ��[OL�Z[YLL[Z��HUK�[OL�ZHTL�KPќLYLU[�WHY[Z�VM�[OL�ULPNOIV\YOVVK�PZ�
fenced, private or privatised; if open, it quickly changes because of its mixed use (storage, parking, 
]LNL[HISL� NHYKLU�� MVV[IHSS� ÄLSK�� HNNYLNH[PVU� ZWHJLZ�^P[O� [LTWVYHY`� WH]PSPVUZ��� :VTL[PTLZ�� [OL�
functions have given almost a special identity to some interstitial areas, such as the weekly market 
in largo dell’Anitra. These spaces, apparently “void”, are rich in vocations and previous traces wait-
ing to be experienced; they have a hierarchy, although it is still in progress. Within the wave of the 
original intentions of the designers who worked between architecture and geography, we can look 
beyond the strong border of the neighbourhood to consider a territorial dimension including the 
Mount Grifone and the Oreto River. From this perspective a residual rural area along via Ponte Rotto 
plays an important role in a cycle-pedestrian route crossing the neighbourhood (Sciascia 2012). 
It should become a green core pushing and inhaling its lymph-tissue towards and from interstitial 
spaces and the wide parks of the Oreto River and Mount Grifone.

From the slopes of Mount Grifone, the itinerary leads to the luxuriant citrus groves of Ciaculli and 
the Public Housing of Villabate (ERP) where a regular settlement is compared with the trapezoidal 
shape of the lot, open towards the countryside. The big square of the neighbourhood (43 per 115 
metres) is purposely “out of scale” if we consider the dimensions of the housing (two to four levels, 
with very horizontal façades). It should have been a territorial attraction more in proportion to the 
Y\YHS�ÄLSKZ�[OHU�VUS`�[V�P[Z�WLYPTL[LY�I\PSKPUNZ��5L]LY[OLSLZZ��[OL�SH[LZ[�\YIHU�L_WHUZPVU�MVSSV^LK�
other criteria and the access to the facilities is from the opposite sides, so that the school and other 
ZLY]PJLZ�IHJR� [V� [OL�ZX\HYL� MH]V\Y� [OLPY�JHYYPHNL�LU[YHUJLZ��7\ISPJ�ZWHJL� PZ� Q\Z[�WHY[PHSS`�\ZLK��
almost abandoned, as are the gangways that link it with the housing. The designers proposed a 
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NARRATIVE2 4 0

“From an anonymous apartment for rent in downtown we moved to the new: our home in Mi-
chelangelo [a neighbourhood of Palermo]. … Just that home in Michelangelo was not there yet. 
There was the skeleton, the base … a concrete space with the rebar appearing to underline 
its condition of work in progress. A kind of stump. But we were already there. … We spent the 
days sweeping, organizing, cleaning a construction site. … The Michelangelo was still to colo-
nise. It was nothing, a virgin territory. If someone had taken a photo of us we were like founding 
fathers. … How beautiful nature in Michelangelo neighbourhood there was. … We cooked and 
ate in what would become our dining room. And also the children were bustled, we were the 
sons of the founding fathers of Michelangelo. We built huts … with those things that the work-
ers left unused. … In the back of the construction site, behind the Islamic garden, there was an 
abandoned house that belonged to a duke, a count, a prince, or maybe, why not, an emir” (Vetri 
2015, pp. 9).
The phantasy of a child, who shared the enthusiasm of his parents constructing their home, in 
[OL���Z��^LSS�KLZJYPILZ�[OL�J\YYLU[�WV[LU[PHS�VM�H�[V^U��Q\Z[�[OPY[`�`LHYZ�VSK��^OLYL�T\JO�PZ�Z[PSS�[V�
IL�KVUL��(YJOP[LJ[\YHS�HUK�SHUKZJHWL�WYVQLJ[Z��SPRL�Z[VYPLZ��[LSS�UL^�VW[PTPZ[PJ�WLYZWLJ[P]LZ�MVY�
[OL�`V\UN�[V^U��;OL�JVTWHYPZVU�VM�KPќLYLU[�WYVWVZHSZ�^PSS�YL]LHS�[OL�THPU�PTW\SZLZ�VM�H�UL^�
development.
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separation between pedestrian and carriage paths through articulate cross-sections, but walk-
ability is not at all common because of the distance of the main services and the inaccessibility of 
the green areas. The return to the countryside, out of need or choice, and the quality of the nearby 
[YHKP[PVUHS�Y\YHS�ÄLSKZ��^OPJO�HYL�YHYLS`�ZV�^PKL�HUK�WYVK\J[P]L�PU�[OL�[V^U��THRL�,97�PU�=PSSHIH[L�
a paradigmatic case for exploring new relations between territorial and architectural dimensions, 
innovative rural-urban social practices and spaces. The itinerary has crossed anisotropic and very 
KPќLYLU[�¸WLYPWOLYPLZ¹�^OLYL�K`UHTPZT�WLYZPZ[Z�PU�YLZPSPLU[�WYL�L_PZ[PUN�LSLTLU[Z��PU�VWLU�HUK�PU-
formal spaces, in inhabitants’ activities, to push against the fences: “all of the walls that they built 
¯�ÄUHSS`�B^PSSD�MHSS¹��(YJHKL�-PYL�������

Notes/Bibliography

1  MIUR PRIN 2007 “Design and Updating of Public Housing in Southern and Central Italy”, National Coordinator University of 
Rome La Sapienza Valle Giulia Prof. B. Todaro, “Peripheries and Contemporary Town. “Palermo: Neighbourhoods, Peripheries 
HUK�*VU[LTWVYHY`�;V^U¹��ZJPLU[PÄJ� YLZWVUZPISL�<UP]LYZP[`�VM�7HSLYTV�7YVM��(��:JPHZJPH"�9LZLHYJO�.YV\W!�(��:JPHZJPH��4��
Beccali, D. Costi, F. Fava, A. Mamì, E. Palazzotto, F. Schilleci, A. Biancucci, V. Cannizzo, E. Davì, G. De Simone, V. Garofalo, I. 
Grassedonio, L. Macaluso, D. Roccaro. Published in Sciascia A. (2012) Periferie e città contemporanea. Progetti per i quartieri 
Borgo Ulivia e Zen a Palermo, Palermo, Caracol. “Looking for a Normal Town. The Role of the Public Housing in the Growth of 
the Italian Towns in the Last 50 Years” (15 April – 15 June 2016, State Archive, Rome). Dipartimento di Ingegneria Civile Design 
,KPSPaPH�L�(TIPLU[L� �+0J+,(��VM� [OL�:LJVUKH�<UP]LYZP[n�KLNSP�:[\KP�VM�5HWSLZ� �7YVM��7HZX\HSL�)LSÄVYL���+PYLaPVUL�.LULYHSL�
Arte e Architettura Contemporanee e Periferie Urbane, Ministero dei Beni e delle Attività culturali e del Turismo (MiBACT). The 
research on Sicilian districts (Zen, Borgo Ulivia, Villaseta, Librino, ERP Villabate) has been coordinated by Prof. Andrea Sciascia 
and carried out by Andrea Sciascia and Luciana Macaluso. Published in Cantiere Periferie. Alla ricerca di una città normale, 
“Metamorfosi”, n.1, 2016.

2  See laboratory of master’s thesis I frammenti della città in estensione, Supervisor Prof. A. Sciascia, Tutor L. Macaluso.
3  Carried out since the end of seventies by the professors of the Department of Architecture of Palermo of Urbanism, Planning 

and Architectural and Industrial Design.
4 The buildings with courtyards were planned by A. Bonafede, R. Calandra, U. Di Cristina, S. Gelfo, P. Mazzacurati, M. Natoli, 

C. Scavuzzo, V. Ugo, L. Vagnetti, G. Verace, and V. Ziino in 1963.

Arcade Fire (2010) The Suburbs.
Biancucci A. (2007) Giuseppe Samonà e le presenze del progetto. Il restauro del Nucleo Sperimentale nel Borgo Ulivia a Palermo. 

Roma, Kappa.
Cantiere Periferie. Alla ricerca di una città normale. Metamorfosi, n.1, 2016.
Culotta P. et al. (2005) Palermo il terzo asse di fondazione. Palermo, L’Epos.
Forman R. (1995), Land Mosaics. The ecology of landscapes and regions. Cambridge, University Press.
Gregotti V. (1966) Il territorio dell’architettura. Milan, Feltrinelli.
Inzerillo S. M. (1981) Urbanistica e società negli ultimi duecento anni a Palermo. Piani e prassi amministrativa dall’ ”addizione” del 

Regalmici al concorso del 1939��7HSLYTV��8\HKLYUV�KLSS»0Z[P[\[V�KP�<YIHUPZ[PJH�L�7PHUPÄJHaPVUL�;LYYP[VYPHSL�KLSSH�-HJVS[n�KP�
Architettura di Palermo, n.9. 

Macaluso L. (2016) Rural-urban intersections. Parma, MUP.
Rogers E. N. (1958) L’esperienza dell’architettura. Turin, Giulio Einaudi.
Sciascia A. (2003) Tra le modernità dell'architettura. La questione del quartiere Zen 2 di Palermo. L’Epos, Palermo.
Sciascia A. (2012) Periferie e città contemporanea. Progetti per i quartieri Borgo Ulivia e Zen a Palermo. Palermo, Caracol.
Secchi B. (1992) “Urbanistica descrittiva”. In: Casabella, n. 588, 1992.
Tafuri M. (1982) Storia dell'architettura italiana 1944-85. Turin, Einaudi.
Todaro B., De Matteis F. eds. (2012), Il secondo progetto. Interventi sull’abitare pubblico. Rome, Prospettive.
Vetri N. (2015) Il Michelangelo. Palermo, Sellerio editore.


