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REHABILITATION OF LUZIAMAR TOURIST COMPLEX: STRUCTURE AND COMPOSITION 
AS A WAY TO PRESERVE ARCHITECTURE HERITAGE

Ana Paula Rainha, Liliana Branco
University of Lisbon, Lisbon, Portugal
University of Beira Interior, Covilhã, Portugal

The subject “rehabilitation” is a topic that is increasingly discussed and present in Architecture, not only for sustainability 
issues, but also for the ability to revitalize areas where they are inserted and for the ability to return life to spaces that remain 
forgotten. Thinking architecture having as focus shape and structure is the main goal of this rehabilitation proposed and 
expansion of the LUZIAMAR tourist complex. 
The LUZIAMAR tourist complex opened to the public in 1974, and for many years was a reference space in the north and 
neighboring Galicia, marking various generations between the seventies, eighties and nineties. This space ended up closing 
to the public in the nineties and it is until today to the abandonment.
It is with the intention of giving life to what once was important for a population, that the idea of the theme for this article 
arises. Consequently, this is a proposal for the rehabilitation of an old tourist complex, near the coast of Viana do Castelo - 
Cabedelo, in which it is intended to recover the tourism component (programmatic) proper of the complex, adding also a 
residential slope, taking existing architectural language and combining it with a current expression.
The volumetric complexity of LUZIAMAR, the necessity to understand its space, and how it can be coherently rehabilitated 
and expanded, has led to the need to understand volume by volume and its connections. Shape (composition and geometry) 
and structure then appear as protagonists of a basic concept for the analysis and development of this project and that will 
support the solution for its rehabilitation / expansion.

ICT TO MANAGE TOURISM IMPACTS

Giovanni Ruggieri
Observatory on Tourism in the European Islands (OTIE), Palermo, Italy

New technologies have radically changed the way to share information, to speak, to consider relationships, to work, to travel 
and, in general, to live. They can represent, for some aspects, both a problem and a precious resource. As we concerns, in 
tourism sector, ICT can help in managing and promoting destinations in a better way than in the past, especially in those 
cases where problems linked with the management of tourist flows and the need to manage a sustainable development exist.
Monitoring tourism impact at the destination is a fundamental issue in order to respect the right pressure and to avoid 
negative effects in the destination and with the residents. ICT, in this case, can be employed to drive tourists towards 
alternative paths, promoting other sites, as well as to monitor the number of tourists visiting or walking through a specific 
site at the destination, reducing for example the lack of data deriving from the administrative nature of traditional surveys.
There are several devices available and useful for different needs, then almost each kind of monitoring and analysis can 
be supported by the right tools. This knowledge should encourage local responsible to implement regular and meticulous 
surveys and analysis to manage the impact of tourism pressure and to respect the optimal carrying capacity of the site.
The paper will present some of the existing technologies and methods to monitor and to evaluate the impact of tourism at 
the destination, showing how ICT tool can support an efficient and effective management. The aim is, indeed, to keep the 
attention towards the available methods and tools and encourage the use of technologies in promoting the preservation of 
the site, through the evidences obtained in the existing case studies. Particularly, the attention will be on the use of ICT tools 
in contexts characterized by high levels of tourism pressure and relevant problems between residents and tourists. Cities 
involved are usually characterized by a relevant city center which includes notable treasure of arts attracting a lot of tourists. 
But, since the considered cities are often islands or on the coast with amazing beaches, the tourist flows are concentrated 
during the summer, causing congestion and high pressure in the destination. The need to reduce the impacts of tourist flows 
in the destination is linked with the preservation of local heritage, either material and immaterial, and the promotion of a real 
exchange between residents and tourists, based on a respectiv approach oriented to the relationality and the valorization of 
the local identity. Without any form of control, in case of very popular sites, the risk is to receive so much visitors that they 
are perceived as invaders rather than guests by the residents. This doesn’t help the creation of a good exchange between 
residents and tourists as well as the valorization of the local culture. In general, the whole local heritage, is threatened by 
this massive flow.


