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link function 
, which transforms the expectation of the response variable, , to the 

linear predictor is a Gamma function, accommodating skewed distributions of the 
Y. Since LS has a negative skewness, we transformed the variable to be consistent 
with positive skewness of Gamma distribution.
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Education influences LS too: highly educated respondents are less 
satisfied than those with lowest levels of education, other things being equal; 
instead, respondents with low and medium level of education report the same LS.  

: As expected, even controlling for main socio-
demographic characteristics, respondents’ LS is higher among those who obtained 
any kind of legal protection than among those who had not (yet) received their 
residence permit. LS increases with the duration of the permanence in Germany 
(although the significance is only at 10%). LS decreases with the extent of 
financial concerns. Particularly, people partially concerned or not concerned at all 
with financial issues show higher level of LS than those very concerned. 

: the two covariates accounting for family 
arrangements are associated significantly with LS. Indeed, according to 
international studies (see, e.g., [3]), higher household size and having a cohabiting 
partner/spouse -which are both proxies of social support and, more in general, of 
social capital- increase refugees’ LS. Particularly, not having a partner or living 
separated from him/her (that is not in the same house nor in the same city) lowers 
the life satisfaction, even controlling for other personal and family characteristics. 
Unexpectedly, respondents who live in private houses have a lower level of 
satisfaction than those who live in shared ones, other things being equal.  These 
last results could be related to the feeling of loneliness and heavier organizational 
tasks even if this hypothesis would need a further in-depth analysis. 

: As accounted for in many studies, also 
perceived well-being measures, related to specific life domains,
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