AETHIOPICA

International Journal

of Ethiopian and Eritrean Studies

Edited in the Asien-Afrika-Institut
Hiob Ludolf Zentrum fiir Athiopistik

der Universitit Hamburg
Abteilung fiir Afrikanistik und Athiopistik

by Alessandro Bausi
in cooperation with
Bairu Tafla, Ulrich Braukimper, Ludwig Gerhardt,
Hilke Meyer-Bahlburg and Siegbert Uhlig

19 (2016)

Harrassowitz Verlag - Wiesbaden



Vignette:
Gold coin of King Aphilas, early third century CE, as drawn by A. Luegmeyer after the coin
in Rennau collection. Weight 2.48 grams, diameter 17 mm.

AETHIOPICA. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ETHIOPIAN AND ERITREAN STUD-
IES is an internationally refereed academic journal, edited at the Hiob Ludolf Centre for
Ethiopian Studies and at the Department of African and Ethiopian Studies of the Asien-
Afrika-Institut at Hamburg Universitat, Alsterterrasse 1, 20354 Hamburg, Germany, Tel:
+49 40 42838-7730/8380; e-mail: aethiopica@uni-hamburg.de

The journal focuses on philology, linguistics, archaeology, history, cultural anthropol-
ogy, religion, philosophy, literature, and manuscript studies with a regional emphasis on
Eritrea, Ethiopia, the Horn of Africa, and related areas. The editors welcome contributions
on relevant academic topics as well as on recent research in the respective field. Each issue
of AETHIOPICA contains reviews of books which form a substantial section of the journal.

AETHIOPICA is published mainly in English. Articles in French, German and Italian are
also accepted for publication. An English summary for all articles in any language is pro-

vided.

A series of supplements of monographic or occasional character is also published.

Opinions expressed in articles and reviews in AETHIOPICA are the views of the authors, and
not those of the editors, the publishers or the editorial board.

Editorial Team
Susanne Hummel
Thomas Rave

International Editorial Board

David Appleyard, London Richard Pankhurst, Addis Ababa/London
Rodolfo Fattovich, Napoli Alain Rouaud, Paris

Alessandro Gori, Copenhagen Shiferaw Bekele, Addis Ababa

Marilyn E. Heldman, Silver Spring Rainer Voigt, Berlin

Olga Kapeliuk, Jerusalem

Publication of this journal was supported by a grant of the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft.

© Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden 2017

This journal, including all of its parts, is protected by copyright.

Any use beyond the limits of copyright law without the permission of the publisher is forbidden
and subject to penalty. This applies particularly to reproductions, translations, microfilms and
storage and processing in electronic systems.

Printing and binding by Memminger MedienCentrum Druckerei und Verlags-AG

Printed on permanent/durable paper

Printed in Germany

www.harrassowitz-verlag.de

ISSN 1430-1938



Table of Contents

Editorial oo 6
Bibliographical abbreviations used in this volume ........ccccocecuviceuvicinicnnnee 6
Articles

GETATCHEW HAILE, The Marginal Notes in the Abba Gairima Gospels ...... 7

Fr. MAXIMOUS EL-ANTONY, JESPER BLID, and AARON MICHAEL
BUTTS, An Early Ethiopic Manuscript Fragment (Twelfth—

Thirteenth Century) from the Monastery of St Antony (Egypt) ......... 27
MERSHA ALEHEGNE, Orature on Literature: The Case of
Abba Gérima and His Gospel ..., 52

ANAIS WION, ANNE DAMON-GUILLOT, and STEPHANIE WEISSER,

Sound and Power in the Christian Realm of Ethiopia

(Seventeenth—Eighteenth Centuries) ... nneccrnneceseneseeseen. 61
MARIA BULAKH, SUSANNE HUMMEL, and THOMAS RAVE,

Bibliography of Ethiopian Semitic, Cushitic and Omotic

Linguistics XIX: 201472015 cvcvviviviniiniiinniiinicinicincisessneinneinenens 90
Proceedings of the ‘19" International Conference of Ethiopian Studies:

Ethiopia — Diversity and Interconnections through Space and Time’,
Warsaw, Poland, August 24-28, 2015: Panel on ‘Tslamic

Literature in Ethiopia: New Perspectives of Research’ ..................... 100
ENDRIS MOHAMMED YESUFE, The Ramsa of 3ayh Apmad Adam,

al-Dani al-Awwal (d. 1903) oot 102
SARA FANI, Arabic Grammar Traditions in Gibe and Harér:

Regional Continuity vs Specificity of Scholarship —.......eccevveveccevunenee. 113
ALESSANDRO GORI, Some Observations on the Text of

Sayh Hasim’s Fath al-rahmant ..o 135
MINAKO ISHIHARA, Change in the Significance of Affiliation

to Tariqa: the Case of Tiganiyya in and around Gimma  ...........ccveeec... 149
MICHELE PETRONE, Ethiopian Tiganiyya in CONtext ... 165
Miscellaneous
ALESSANDRO BAUSI, The Encyclopaedia Aethiopica and

Ethiopian STUAIES  .....cecuveveeeeurineeeeirineeiesiseee et 188

MARTIN HEIDE, Bemerkungen zu einer Rezension, und zugleich
Uberlegungen zur Editionspraxis christlich-arabischer bzw.
Gthiopischer Ubersetzungsliteratur .......oowereneereeessessnsnsinssssssssssssssessens 207
RAINER VOIGT, Oromo-Worterbicher ... eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesenn 220

Aethiopica 19 (2016)



Table of Contents

Personalia
ACAAEMIC NEWS ovvieiriiiriiriseiee ettt sttt 227
In memoriam loan Myrddin Lewis (1930-2014) (THOMAS

ZITELMANN) .outteuiteteeeteentesesteseteseestesestesestesesestesestesentssenessenessesessesenens 227
In memoriam Fr. Kevin O’Mahoney (1930-2015)

(FR. JOSE L. BANDRES) ..cevetrreerienerenreerreereeseesretsseessesesessesessesesseseseens 236
In memoriam Fratel Ezio Tonini (1939-2016) (IRMA TADDIA) ............... 239

Review articles

RAINER VOIGT and SALEH MAHMUD IDRIS, Zu einer neunen
Grammatik des TIQre ......ccccceeeueeueeieeersesesesesesesee e 245

Reviews

ALESSANDRO BAUSI, in collaboration with SIEGBERT UHLIG, eds,
Encyclopaedia Aethiopica. Volume 5: Y-Z, Supplementa, Addenda

et Corrigenda, Maps, Index (PTERLUIGI PIOVANELLI) ..ccvvveecrerrencnee 264
PAOLO MARRASSINI, Storia e leggenda dell’Etiopia tardoantica:
Le iscrizioni reali aksumite (PHIL BOOTH) ..ooveeeeeevieieeeeeeieieee e 267

PAOLA Buzi, ed., Coptic Manuscripts 7: The Manuscripts of the
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Part 4:
Homiletic and Liturgical Manuscripts from the White Monastery

(HUGO LUNDHAUG) .cocveriirreeieienieeesstentesesseessessesssssessessessssssessessasseens 269
DENIS NOSNITSIN, ed., Veneration of Saints in Christian Ethiopia

(STEVEN KAPLAN) oottt ettt ene 273
GETATCHEW HAILE, A History of the First stifanosite Monks

(MASSIMO VILLA) .oeeriirieieerienienieessessensessssessessessessssessessessssessensessesessenss 276
GETATCHEW HAILE, Voices from Débri Zdamdddo: Acts of Abba

Birtilomewos and Abba Yohannas (SUSANNE HUMMEL) ................. 279
OSVALDO RAINERI, Vita del santo monaco etiopico Mdilke’a Krestos

(sec. XVI-XVII) (ANTONELLA BRITA) .coceoiriiirenenieeeeneniereeeeeenenee 283
ANDREU MARTINEZ D’ALOS-MONER, Envoys of a Human God: The

Jesuit Mission to Christian Ethiopia, 1557-1632 (BAIRU TAFLA) ........ 286

ABBA ABRAHAM BURUK WOLDEGABER and MARIO ALEXIS
PORTELLA, Abyssinian Christianity, the First Christian Nation?
The History and the Identity of the Ethiopian and Eritrean

Christians (STEPHANE ANCEL) .cuccvetvvevereeeieresseseeessssssesesssssssssesesssenes 288
JAMES DE LORENZL, Guardians of the Tradition: History and
Historical Writings in Ethiopia and Eritrea IRMA TADDIA) .............. 290

Aethiopica 19 (2016) 4



Table of Contents

WOLBERT G.C. SMIDT, Photos as Historical Witnesses: The First
Ethiopians in Germany and the First Germans in Ethiopia, the

History of a Complex Relationship (ULRICH BRAUKAMPER) ............. 293
DONALD N. LEVINE, Interpreting Ethiopia: Observations of Five

Decades (HERBERT LEWIS) ..oveveueiririereiererninieseseessessssesesssesessssssesessenes 295
IVO STRECKER, Berimba’s Resistance. The Life and Times of a Great

Hamar Spokesman (ALKE DOHRMANN)  ...ccvvrreeernmnenencrenneesenenneenns 298
CHIKAGE OBA-SMIDT, The Oral Chronicle of the Boorana in

Southern Ethiopia (MARCO BASSI) ..cvvueueereeeereeneireeneereineineieesesseanesneanes 300
ABDULKADER SALEH MOHAMMAD, The Saho of Eritrea: Ethnic

Identity and National Consciousness (MAGNUS TREIBER) ......cco..... 304

JULIA PFITZNER, ‘Unser Kalender funktioniert nicht mehr?’
Erndhrungssicherung und Anpassung im Zeichen des Klimawandels

(GUNTHER SCHLEE) .utruirierteinieneentetesesieseenteesseseestetssessestestesessessensenes 306
AARON MICHAEL BUTTS, ed., Semitic Langunages in Contact
(ALESSANDRO BAUSI) .ecuiviiiiinieirieinieieeneenretneeieeeieesre e eee 308

MULUKEN ANDUALEM SIFEREW, Comparative classification of
Ge‘ez verbs in the three traditional schools of the Ethiopian

Orthodox Church (HIRUIE ERMIAS) ...covveveierereeeeeeeereeeeeeeesese e enaeas 312
RAINER VOIGT, ed., Tigre Studies in the 21 Century/ Tigre-Studien

im 21. Jahrbundert (OLGA KAPELIUK) ...ccccvvveeveereneereessenenseresesesnssennns 315
SALEH MAHMUD IDRIS, A Comparative Study of the Tigre Dialects

(MARTA BULAKH) .vetiinieniestetniesiestetesesiesteste e sieseest et ssesseste st ssesae e enes 319
RICHARD J. HAYWARD and ESHETU CHABO, Gamo—English—

Ambaric Dictionary (YVONNE TREIS) .c.ccveveurereererneerereererseesesssesessserenne 322

Dissertation abstract

SOLOMON GEBREYES BEYENE, The Chronicle of King Galawdewos
(1540-1559): A Critical Edition with Annotated Translation ............ 327

5 Aethiopica 19 (2016)



Editorial

The present issue of AETHIOPICA, like the preceding one, is partly monograph-
ic, with a section containing the proceedings of the Panel on Islamic Literature
in Ethiopia: New Perspectives of Research, from the ‘19" International Con-
ference of Ethiopian Studies’, held in Warsaw, Poland, on 24-28 August 2015.
Starting from this issue, the annual bibliography on Ethiopian Semitic
and Cushitic linguistics held from its inception in 1998 for eighteen years
by Rainer Voigt is handed over, on Voigt’s own will, to a pool of younger
scholars, with the substantial support of the AETHIOPICA editorial team. I
would like on this occasion to express the deep gratitude of the editorial
board of AETHIOPICA and of all scholars in Ethiopian Semitic and Cushitic
linguistics to Rainer Voigt for his fundamental and valuable contribution.
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Reviews

might have been dangerous for the narrator. And in fact the text published
now only covers the early period of Baldambe’s narrative, describing the
political and diplomatic activities of his father Berimba.

The book is a continuation of the series The Hamar of Southern Ethiopia
by Jean Lydall and Ivo Strecker, of which the first three volumes Work
Journal, Baldambe Explains and Conversations in Dambaiti were all pub-
lished in 1979.! Berimba’s Resistance is an important part of the oral tradi-
tion and history of the Hamar.

gulphano yessa ko kaié, nagaia ko dé, yir sia d’a! (May all sickness
leave you, let all be well, let all badness disappear!) (p. xi)

Alke Dohrmann, Hamburg

CHIKAGE OBA-SMIDT, The Oral Chronicle of the Boorana in Southern
Ethiopia: Modes of Construction and Preservation of History among
People withoutr Writing, translated by Roger Prior and James Watt,
Northeast African History, Orality and Heritage, 4 (Zurich: LiT-
Verlag, 2016). 775 pp. Price: € 79.90. ISBN: 978-3-643-90521-5.

At first glance the use of the term ‘chronicle’ to describe the oral traditions of
the Boorana section of the Oromo people seems to be a daring choice. We are
in fact speaking about narratives that were orally transmitted in the context of
a society having neither dynasties nor a bureaucracy. Yet, the text that Oba-
Smidt collected from 11 local experts in argaa-dhagertii— things that were
seen’ — ‘things that were heard’ (p. 624)—provides a systematic, organized
and structured account of events in chronological sequence starting from the
fifteenth century, and providing insights on earlier periods (pp. 13-14, 635-
638). Comparison of the versions provided by the different experts reveals the
consistency of the narrative (pp. 14, 738) in a fashion that Oba-Smidt de-
scribes in terms of ‘coherence with a degree of incoherence’ (p. 744). The
book is constructed with the purpose of explaining how this achievement was
possible in the non-literate society of the Boorana, and of describing the
mechanisms underlying the production, memorization and transmission of
this historical narrative.

1 1. Strecker and J. Lydall, Work Journal, Arbeiten aus dem Institut fiir Volkerkunde der
Universitit zu Gottingen, 12; Baldambe Explains, Arbeiten aus dem Institut fiir Vol-
kerkunde der Universitit zu Gottingen, 13; Conversations in Dambaiti, Arbeiten aus
dem Institut fur Volkerkunde der Universitit zu Gottingen, 14 (Hohenschaftlarn:
Klaus Renner Verlag, 1979).
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The author has chosen to give prominence to ethnography. Accordingly,
Part I consists of the transcription of the oral traditions of the Boorana in the
form they were collected. They are classified into three genres, each reported
in a different chapter or paragraph: the chronicles in a strict sense (Chapter 2
of Part I), oral traditions focused on prophets (paragraph 3.1 of Part I), and
traditions involving heroes (paragraph 3.2 of Part I). The text is organized by
the informant and provided both in Oromo and English. Since the English
version is a translation from the Japanese translation (from Oromo) prepared
for an earlier edition (pp. 9-10), the availability of the Oromo original tran-
scription is particularly valuable, considering that part of the text is highly
stylized and symbolic. The traditions on prophets and heroes are provided
with the purpose of highlighting reciprocal feeding across historical genres
and the modalities of construction of the chronicles. This becomes clear in the
chapters of Part II dedicated to the analysis of the collected texts. Chapter 2
of Part IT provides an overview of the overall structure of the chronicle, and
the detailed quantitative analysis of recurrent patterns. Chapters 3 and 4 focus
on the analysis of texts concerning prophets and heroes respectively. Chapter
6 discloses the cognitive structure used to construct and memorize the chron-
icle. The theoretical approaches in oral history and relevant literature on the
Oromo are presented in the Introduction to Part II, with Chapter 7 providing
concluding remarks on the overall correlation of the three main historical
genres; in addition some very interesting insights on oral history in the king-
less social environment of the Boorana are offered.

Part II contains components that one would expect in the introduction of
the book. Readers who are not well acquainted with Oromo culture may find
it useful to read Chapter 1 (‘Basic Information for Decoding the Oral Chron-
icle’) and Chapter 2 (‘Background to the Oral Chronicle’) in this section be-
fore reading the ethnographic text. Chapter 1 describes the environment and
livelihoods of the Boorana, their social organization based on the descent
system, social rules addressed in the historical traditions, their religion, and,
especially, the gadaa generation class system which provides the conceptual
structure of the chronicle. Time is marked by periods of 8 years, called gaada,
during which one generational class (luba) is responsible for implementing
key rituals and organizing major political events. The leader of the class—
known as abbaa gadaa, “father’ of the gaada’ —becomes associated with the
events of the period: historical time is recalled using the name of the abbaa
gadaa. At the end of the 8 years, the next generational class becomes the
gaada with overall responsibility. The generational rule requires that children
are enrolled 5 generational classes after that of their fathers. Thus five genera-
tional lines—gogeessa—take shape, each formed by the class of the fathers,
the class of their children, the class of their grandchildren and so on. Each
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gogeessa assumes overall responsibility in the gaada grade after the other 4
lines have completed their terms, thus forming historical cycles of 40 years.
Chapter 2 provides the emic classification of the different types of oral tradi-
tions based on content and style. This is followed by a discussion of the social
and political contexts in which the historical traditions are recalled. The essen-
tial technical terminology for reading the historical text is provided in useful
tables at the beginning of Part L.

The chronicle is strongly influenced by the cyclical conception of time of
the Oromo and by the idea of recurrent destiny expressed by the emic no-
tions of dhaccii and mag-baasa, ethnographic issues that were addressed in
some detail by Asmarom Legesse in the 1970s, and more recently by
Gemetchu Megerssa and Aneesa Kassam. Dhaccii refers to individual fate
transmitted through patrilineal descent. However, since the title abbaa
gadaa and other gadaa-related offices tend to be passed from father to son,
the term dhaccii also relates to the 40 years gogeessa cycle. Mag-baasa is
more structural in nature. It consists of a sequence of 7 names given to each
subsequent generational class. Each mag-baasa name is associated with a
typology of historical events—such as internal or external conflict,
drought ...—that are deemed to recur after a cycle of 7 gadaa periods. The
combination of the gogeessa and mag-baasa cycles produces a longer histori-
cal cycle of 280 years (pp. 729-735). The cyclical notion of time and the emic
concepts of destiny provide the ‘structural mnemonics’ (p. 738) for correlat-
ing events into meaningful sequences. Oba-Smidt suggests that in the past the
Boorana experts in argaa-dhagettii did not recall events in the chronological
order of each subsequent abbaa gadaa, but rather by correlating them within
each gogeessa or maq-baasa line. Only during the second half of the twentieth
century did anthropological enquiry, technical devices and Western education
change the narrative pattern to the linear, gaada-based temporal sequence that
we can now call ‘chronicle’ (pp. 631-634).

The predictability of a cyclical notion of time is complemented by mecha-
nisms for accommodating unique or exceptional events. Narratives concern-
ing prophets are characterized by the presence of rhymes and riddles with
obscure or multiple meanings. References to prophets in the chronicle an-
nounce exceptional natural and social events, catastrophe, and radical change.
The prophets’ words and their suggested rites work as a narrative device for
building a causal explanation—rooted in the supernatural realm—for such
occurrences (p. 690). History is also changed by the acts of heroes and inno-
vators. This is a diffused epic knowledge, being stylized in rhyme, poetry and
song recalled on ordinary ritual occasions. Oba-Smidt suggests that poetry
and stylized text are easy to remember and difficult to modify. As such they
are powerful mnemonic devices that allow a certain persistence of the
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memory of a specific event through time (pp. 658, 711). Elements from these
different genres are thus quoted and used by the experts in argaa-dhagertii to
build their version of the chronicle. They fit events into the structured se-
quence of time and complement the quoted verses, riddles and rhythmic
rhymes with their own annotations and interpretations. This is a specialist
knowledge, in the sense that such experts tend to belong to lineages engaged
in political competition for gaada-related offices. As mentioned, such posi-
tions tend to be hereditary within the generational line (gogeessa), but differ-
ent clans, lineages and individuals do enter into competition and are selected
during public debates: history is used as a powerful means of legitimizing or
delegitimizing claims. Historical knowledge is thus instrumentally used as in
societies with kings, and perhaps constructed accordingly. Oba-Smidt’s eth-
nography reveals the absence of monopolistic knowledge, with different ex-
perts from various clans building and transmitting their own narrative in an
environment of reciprocal checks, by using the same conceptual structure and
reference to broadly shared historical traditions (pp. 743-745).

The author claims that she is not interested in the actual historical con-
tent of the gathered traditions. Yet, the chronology of events summarized in
Chart 7 indicates that the oral chronicle of the Boorana is not only an out-
standing piece of ethno-history from the perspective of this southern sec-
tion of the Oromo, but also a key reference for the history (and environ-
mental history) of the region, adding to other important recent contribu-
tions, including those by Mohammed Hassen, Mekuria Bulcha, and Gufu
Oba. As recalled by Ezekiel Gebissa in his Foreword to the book, Ga‘z
script is losing its traditional centrality in Ethiopian historiography. It is
perhaps also in this sense that we should read the choice of the title of this
book, evoking the famous ‘royal chronicles’ of Abyssinia.

Oba-Smidt is presenting one of the most refined analyses of how oral his-
tory is produced. The relevance of her work extends far beyond the specific
case of the Oromo and the sub-field of oral history. Her descriptions of
cyclical time, the identified mnemonic devices and the ways they are com-
bined in forming coherent narratives may well offer general insights into
classic texts based on transcription of oral traditions, either in the form of
chronicles or other genres, including sacred texts. The accuracy of the eth-
nographic enquiry and the methodological transparency of the narratives
will enable other scholars to develop their own considerations. We congrat-
ulate the publisher and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science—
funders of the project—for having decided to include the ethnography as an
integral part of the book. The complexity of the book justifies the presence
of some misprints.

Marco Bassi, Universita degli Studi di Trento
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