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FOREWORD 
 

 

This Congress which follows the December 2009 Congress of Cairo 
represents a significant step forward for the number of scientific activities, for the 
countries Participants belong to and for the number of presentations. These data 
show how large is the interest of scientists from all over the world for the 
preservation of our Cultural Heritage. 

There are 750 registered scientists who belong to 52 countries: Albania, 
Algeria, Belgium, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, Norway, Palestine, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, 
Tanzania, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Kingdom, United Arab Emirates, USA, 
Virgin Islands. 

The total number of Abstracts is 400 presented by 1.030 Authors and Co-
authors: 256 oral and 44 poster presentations.  

Most participants belong to universities (60%), 24% belong to public 
scientific institutions and 16% to scientific enterprises. 

This Congress will be also the right moment to define the final text of the 
EACH Project to be given to the European Commissioner for Research and 
Innovation, Mrs. Máire Geoghegan-Quinn in order to take it into account for the 
“Discussion Document” the Commissioner is preparing for the next 8th Framework 
Programme of the European Commission to be completed within the end of 2011. 

 

Welcome to Istanbul, Istanbul’a hoç geldiniz,  

 

                       prof. Angelo Guarino 

             prof. Ahmet Güleç 
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PALERMO: RESTORING THE CITY CENTRE – PLANNING AND POLICIES 
 

Teresa Cannarozzo1 and Manfredi Leone2 
 

1Affiliation: Architect, Full Professor of Urban Design and Head of C.I.RCE.S. (Interdepartmental Centre for 
Research on Historical City Centres) - University of Palermo, Italy, E-mail: terecann@unipa.it; 2Manfredi Leone: 
Architect, PhD in Sustainable Urban Development, University of Rome Three. Landscape Architecture Researcher 
and Adjuncted Professor, University of Palermo, Italy, E-mail: manfredi.leone@unipa.it 

 
 
Objectives 
The article describes the restoration process of Palermo’s historical centre. The process has been 
discontinuous and fragmented, so that presently, extremely degraded urban areas still coexist with highly 
desirable areas characterized by first-rate restoration. 
 
Identity 
Palermo is often considered the grand capital of the Mediterranean.  It is, however, more similar to a 
Middle Eastern than European city. It has its own unique historical and cultural identity, which is the 
product of the marriage between the dominant noble culture and the popular traditions.  
The large historical centre (250 ha) is full of important architecture that still suffers the ravages of World 
War II and decades of culpable neglect. 
The official urban plan (PRG 1956-62), drawn up when members of the local mafia held seats in the city 
government, called for the destruction and almost total reconstruction of the urban fabric. This project 
was not adopted because the construction business, almost always controlled by the mafia, found it more 
cost-effective to operate in the sparsely populated but expanding areas.  Meanwhile, however, the 
earthquake of 1968 and the continuing departure of the residents brought about the depopulation and 
decline, still visible today. 
 
Methods 
It was only during the late 1980s, with the election of mayor Leoluca Orlando, which marked a major 
break with the past, that the necessary town planning tools (the Operational Detailed Plan, and the 
appointment of consultants Pierluigi Cervellati and Leonardo Benevolo) to launch the redevelopment of 
the historical centre were set up. A regional law also ensured funds were allocated to public and private 
operators (1993). 
The successive municipal public policies, however, showed fluctuations and shortages of various kinds in 
connection with the difficulty of mobilizing an adequate number of individuals, the magnitude of the 
degradation, the complexities of the projects and the enormity of the centre.   
 
Results 
However, despite everything, the restoration process is under way and there have been numerous and very 
significant public renovation projects, such as places for cultural activities, museums, offices, as well as 
the redevelopment of the waterfront, which has allowed Palermo to reclaim its identity as a coastal city. 
The restoration for residential purposes has brought about gentrification to many areas greatly increasing 
property values and created conflict between the residents and entertainment and tourist sectors.   
In the third millennium, the permanence of the city’s culturally inadequate and ineffective centre-right 
government has considerably slowed the recovery process, and the majority of the projects are devoted to 
converting heritage buildings into luxury hotels. 
 
Conclusions 
Palermo’s experience with urban revitalization and development of an impoverished historical city centre 
demonstrates the need for urban planning that is systematically supported by effective public policies and 
that never loses sight of preserving the soul of the city.  
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