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Preface

This book includes the abstracts of all the papers presented at the
7" Annual International Conference on Urban Studies & Planning, 5-8 June
2017, Athens, Greece organized by the Athens Institute for Education
and Research (ATINER). In total 44 papers were submitted by over 50
presenters, coming from 15 different countries (Australia, Austria,
China, Colombia, Czech Republic, France, Israel, Italy, Japan, Portugal,
South Korea, Spain, Turkey, UAE and USA). The conference was
organized into 16 sessions that included a variety of topic areas such as
urban structuring, landscapes, innovations, and more. A full conference
program can be found beginning on the next page. In accordance with
ATINER’s Publication Policy, the papers presented during this
conference will be considered for inclusion in one of ATINER’s many
publications.

The purpose of this abstract book is to provide members of
ATINER and other academics around the world with a resource
through which to discover colleagues and additional research relevant
to their own work. This purpose is in congruence with the overall
mission of the institute. ATINER was established in 1995 as an
independent academic organization with the mission to become a
forum where academics and researchers from all over the world could
meet to exchange ideas on their research and consider the future
developments of their fields of study.

It is our hope that through ATINER’s conferences and publications,
Athens will become a place where academics and researchers from all
over the world regularly meet to discuss the developments of their
discipline and present their work. Since 1995, ATINER has organized
more than 400 international conferences and has published nearly 200
books. Academically, the institute is organized into seven research
divisions and forty research units. Each research unit organizes at least
one annual conference and undertakes various small and large research
projects.

For each of these events, the involvement of multiple parties is
crucial. I would like to thank all the participants, the members of the
organizing and academic committees, and most importantly the
administration staff of ATINER for putting this conference and its
subsequent publications together.

Gregory T. Papanikos
President
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Starlight Vattano
Assistant Professor, University of Palermo, Italy

Urban Landscape in the Graphic Representations of the
Cathedral of Palermo

The present study offers some reflections on the relationship
between the cathedral of Palermo and the urban area in which it insists,
regarding the indissoluble link with the landscape aspect that through
the history offered a variety of perceptive suggestions, marked by the
passage and presence of different dominations. The historical urban
multi-scale analysis carried out, focuses on the role that territorial and
urban morphology, over time, has had compared to the cathedral of
Palermo. In this sense, it is considered the correlation between the
architectural body and the urban context in respect of its access routes,
starting from the Phoenician domination to the current configuration,
by consulting graphics studies on the Arab-Norman city, early maps
drawn up in the sixteenth century, to the representations by Gaetano
Lossieux of 1818.

The cartographic analysis and the orographic modeling provide
images of a non-existent territorial context, as subject to time
transformations, resulting in changeable landscape and urban faces
where the cathedral is placed taking, under this aspect, multiple
configurations based on space and time points of view. The goal is the
graphic reconstruction of the most significant architectural and urban
moments of the Palermo’s cathedral in its context, pursuing a reflection
linked to the intimate connection between architecture and landscape,
focusing on morphological and territorial conformations that, over
time, the unconscious perception of the visitor has articulated in a
dynamic visual tale. The five historical periods considered concern the
Phoenician domination (VII century BC), Arabic (831-1072), Norman
(1072-1194), the city from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century and
the contemporary city. The identification of the access routes leading to
the cathedral is the key of the graphic reading, perception and
recognition of the elements that characterize the architectural body of
the cathedral. Further representations, in support of the iconographic
research phase of the cathedral, including some drawings made by the
travelers of the Grand Tour who, driven by curiosity to know the places
of the Mediterranean, supplied graphic and literary descriptions
showing how the time changes have affected on the perception of the
building in its history.

The cognitive storytelling of the cathedral of Palermo is obtained
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through a graphic study on routes which, in different historical phases,
have provided multiple images in function of the addition and
subtraction of volumes, voids, urban portions and soil transformations,
while keeping the scar of time in the elaboration of orographic sections
and perspective views through which highlighting the role of
perception in this changing combination of architecture and landscape.
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