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Valeria Cammarata is assistant 
professor of Comparative Litera-
ture, Visual Culture and Cultural 
Studies at the University of Paler-
mo. Her works focus on gender 
studies, the relationship between 
literature and arts, literature and 
science. She has written on the 
history and thought of female 
gaze and on the poetics of Georg-
es Perec and Italo Calvino.

Valentina Mignano is a scholar 
in visual culture and comparative 
literature. Her interests include 
the proliferation of digital image 
in social networks, virtual com-
munities and photo-sharing. She 
has published on contemporary 
photography, surveillance in the 
digital era and on the relation be-
tween literature and images. She 
is part of the editorial staff of the 
website www.studiculturali.it.
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The volume is devoted to images 
in painting, photography and cin-
ema invented by literature. At the 
same time it intends to question, 
through this perspective, the rela-
tionship between text and image, 
between verbal and visual in mod-
ern and contemporary literature. 
The authors investigate the mutual 
boundaries between literature and 
arts from the point of view of aes-
thetics, visual culture and literary 
theory, trying to build a map of the 
notional ékphrasis, a description 
which constitutes the work of art 
while telling it.
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“This investigation starts from the ever-increasing role that images 
have ‘for’ literature, ‘in’ literature and within the ‘literary system’”
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