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Abj.es HEb]fO denSiS (Lojac.) Mattei

PINACEAE

A narrow endemic native to the Madonie Mountains of Sicily where the
entire population consists of only 30 individuals.
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Description

Habit

Forms a broad, conical tree between 15-18m tall. Branches spreading
horizontally. Bark smooth in young trees but exfoliating in small plates with age,

exposed bark brown, later grey.
Foliage

Leaves 1-2 x 2-3.5cm, spirally arranged, the upper leaves covering the shoot and
directed forward, the lower parted with two greenish white stomatal bands

beneath. Vegetative buds conical, slightly resinous.
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Associated Names:
Sicilian fir and Nebrodi fir

e Eastern Mediterranean

(http://threatenedconifers.rbge.org.uk/taxa/category/easte

mediterranean)
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Cones

Female cones 10-18 cm, cylindrical, maturing from green or reddish-brown to
brown; bracts exserted, reflexed, triangular and long pointed. Male cones lateral,

crowded, 1.5-2 cm long, greenish yellow with purple microsporophylls.

Distribution

The Sicilian or Nebrodi fir is endemic to the north-central part of Sicily. It once
had a much broader distribution across the Nebrodi Mountains after which it
was named but today it is limited to slopes above Polizzi Generosa in the valley
of Madonna degli on Mt. Scalone. (Knees 2011).

Habitat and Ecology

This species is scattered across a north west-facing cirque on steep limestone
slopes with Crataegus monogyna, Daphne laureola, Fagus sylvatica (stunted), Ilex
aquifolium and Prunus spinosa. The forest was formerly dominated by Abies

nebrodensis and Fagus sylvatica (Knees 2011).

Human Uses

This species is too rare to be exploited. Historically the timber was used for

construction.
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