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Capitolo 1

La mediazione linguistico-culturale
nelle istituzioni giuridiche italiane:
il contesto demografico, etnico e detentivo

Cinzia Spinzi

After a preliminary introduction regarding the importance of interpreting to
safeguard the individual’s civil rights, the paper describes the demographic
context in Italy as it relates to the need for language services, and the cul-
tures/languages represented in Italy, in the legal sector. It focuses in particu-
lar on the needs of migrants when they enter the unknown world of Italian
prisons, the criminal acts they are involved in and the delicate role of the me-
diators as ‘channels’ for information and promoters of social integration.

It further discusses the situation, peculiar to Italy, whereby cultural-lin-
guistic mediation and interpretation are both used in the legal setting and dis-
cusses the competences and mandates of the language-cultural mediator/in-
terpreter who has a key role in the process of social integration,

Keywords: Demographic context, language and cultural mediator, migration,
prisons, crimes

Parole chiave: Contesto demografico, mediatore linguistico-culturale, migra-
zione, istituti penitenziari, reati

1. Osservazioni preliminari

Uno dei principi alla base della pratica di interpretariato nel settore le-
gale ¢ il seguente: tutti gli individui, a prescindere dalla loro razza, cre-
do, professione, genere, cultura e lingua, hanno diritto a un processo
equo. Ampiamente discusso in letteratura e in numerose conferenze
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