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Editors’ note

The editors would like to thank every professor, tutor and student participating in OC 2014.
Fifth edition of Piacenza OC Open City International Summer School was a great occasion to discuss about 
the relationship between architecture, creativity and innovation. 
Looking at 2015 Milano Expo, which topic is “Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life”, the aim was to weave 
a deep discussion about architecture and use of resources; the theme itself chosen for the international 
exposition (“Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life”) is becoming our fixed reference, interpreting urban 
design as more and more tied with energetic issues and with sustainability.
The project of the pavilion become a pretext through which thinking how a little ‘creative’ intervention is 
able to set out a process of transformation that can have a big echo in the urban scale. What we asked to 
the students was a change of point of view; only if we are able to develop the capability to look the world 
with new eyes, then we can provide big changes with little actions. Soil, Water and Air were the three 
basic natural elements to build up the new pavilion in Piacenza, three natural elements to look to with a 
new glance: they are not anymore decorative and contemplative complements but active and productive 
tools for transformation.  
How a little action can provide big changes? How we can assume creativity as an operative tool for the 
architecture project? To these and to other important questions the student tried to answer during the 
three weeks of Summer School. 
This book, aimed to give a point of view about the topic, collects both the answers given by the students 
and the theoretical thoughts of scientific directors, professors and tutors who have guided the students 
during the workshop. 
A heartfelt thank to all the guests who come to the OC International Summer School giving an incomparable 
contribution to focus the main issues through conferences, debates, revisions and critics. 
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from countryside to city, from city to countryside 

Atelier 2 Land - Contrary motion
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Within the general strategy of the 
projects coordinated by Sandro Rolla and 
Marina Tornatora, the project of “Land” 
thematic pavilion is settled on the edge 
of Piacenza south expansion. The main 
idea is that, operating by meaningful 
fragments, the specific intervention is 
able to generate long term and wide-
range transformations, overcrossing the 
specific area limits and having an effect 
on a territory scale. 
It focuses on the main issue of the 
peri-urban space, whose ambiguity has 
been at the center of contemporary 
architectural debate. This is approached 
by the design of the soil, in order to tie 
up areas of the city and make them the 
enhancement key of the future urban 
development. 
The specific area is composing with the 
other two, where the projects of “Air” 
and “Water” pavilions are developed, 
and it belongs to a complex design: 
it is the re-project of pedestrian and 
car paths defining the “new belt” of 
Piacenza; this is far beyond the roman 
original settlement of roman cardo and 
decumano (nowadays via Roma and via 
X Giugno) and the ancient walls, and it 

00. Existing situation 01. Demolition

02. Excavation 03. Tracing

04. New volumes

diagram of main operations
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Atelier 2 Land - Contrary motion
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mediates between the urban areas and the agricultural countryside, 
extending down-south. The place is an in-between space, a fragment 
of rural territory, remembering memories of ancient customs, and 
wide sweep of plantations, and the long strip of the highway, that 
there it is climbing down and going underground. The horizon is the 
flat extension of Piacenza rural territory. The boundary is defined by 
a quite triangular and wide parcel, where we can find a traditional 
farmstead now dismantled, with its characteristic courtyard plant. 
We can go in through by a narrow pathway. On the border of the 
little built complex there are two big silos in concrete, standing like 
the last strongholds toward the plain. Here, the last urban fringes of 
Piacenza are facing with the countryside extension; it seems time 
has been stopped fifty years ago in this agricultural tile remained 
closed between the highway cut and the housing quarters. 
The project [1] chooses to catch the nature of the place, both 
urban, because it holds the last built fringes and crossed by several 
infrastructural traces, and rural, as a fragment of a rural life still 
alive in the close proximity. It chooses to operate like a musical 
contrary motion, where one of the two melodic lines moves up, and 
the other moves down: the project defines a crossing flux attracted 
from the countryside and, conversely, it comes back towards the 
city, tracing a bike and pedestrian path; proceeding from and 
towards the farmstead, it excavates the ground and gets the 
internal courtyard from a lower level, open air. Along this strip, we 
can find one of the side of the farmstead: as a built preexistence, 
this is the sign on which we can align the main pathway. On this 
trace it has been designed a system of elementary gardens, where 
it is likely to settle an agricultural laboratory and co-working spaces 

permanent system
- main path
- elementary garden
- permanent pavilion

temporary system
- temporary pavilion
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on the issue of the traditional and experimental agriculture. The 
point is a recovery of the agricultural practice in a modern and 
clever way to activate a process urban and social regeneration. The 
farmstead, recovered, can host space for exhibitions and a market 
of biological products. From the courtyard, which has been opened 
on the side towards the plain through the demolition of obsolete 
buildings, the pathway goes further and, underground, gets a 
circular space recalling the near silos shape, both open-air rooms 
and the stairway device. Here is the temporary pavilion, actually 
thought as a complex of circular volumes, partly excavated and 
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the path (countryside part)

Atelier 2 Land - Contrary motion
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the pavilion - the system with the silos
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partly outside joining with the existing cylinders of silos. Therefore, 
as a both temporary and permanent settlement, it is recovering the 
silos architecture and making them two watchtowers, because they 
are the only vertical elements in the clear horizontality of the place. 
The urban regeneration process, like in the other two projects, sees 
a double dimensions of the space scale and the time scale. The issue 
of the “land”, specific theme of this pavilion, makes this intervention 
a soil architecture, both in the EXPO 2015 point of view and relating 
with Piacenza agricultural tradition. For this reason, the excavating 
operation is the central element of this project approach, where 
there are little sculptural buildings just leaned upon the ground, 
that are some flexible spaces to be differently composed. At the 
same time, this approach is again related to the issue of the time 
of the intervention. Being aware of the temporary nature of the 
pavilion, the project wants to define what it will happen when the 
event ends, when these elements are eliminated: the excavation, 
as a permanent action, and the open air rooms, temporary for their 
shapes and the used materials, along with the social permanent 
practices to be activated, have as main target the recovery of a 
dismantled area, in order to make it again part of the development 
dynamics both of the town and of the countryside nearby Piacenza.
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Atelier 2 Land - Contrary motion
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