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5. = TAXONOMIC REMARKS ON ISATIS TINCTORIA (BRASSICACEAE) FROM POLLINO
NATIONAL PARK (BASILICATA, ITALY)
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Isatis L. (Brassicaceae) is an Eurasian genus including 79 species (1). It is one of the most difficult
cruciferous genera (2). Some species, in fact, are highly polymorphic in fruit morphology, the structures that
provide the most diagnostic characters (3). In addition, due to the extreme variability in all morphological
characters, the limits of many species are uncertain (4). Most if not all diagnostic characters used in earlier
classifications are very variable and because of the unreliability of vegetative and floral characters it is
difficult or impossible to identify many specimens when mature fruits are missing (5). The patterns of
variation suggest that hybridisation may be widespread (4). Moreover, intermediate specimens are rather
frequent, even between some taxa that are morphologically easily recognisable (4). In Italy, according to
Conti & al. (6), Isatis is represented by 3 species: I. apennina Grande (= I. allioni P.W.Ball), endemic to
Italy and France (south-west Alps and central Apennine), I. praecox Kit., an European taxon restricted to
Lombardia, and I. tinctoria L., an Asiatic species widespread in central and south Italy. Floristic
investigations in the Pollino National Park (on the Lucanian side) led to the discovery of a little population
referable to I. tinctoria. However, a comparative study of the plants showed that they differ in many relevant
characters. The fact that this Lucanian population has morphological dissimilarities involves its critical
revision that could bring to a new taxonomic delimitation.

1) ILA. Al-Shehbaz, M. A. Beilstein, E.A. Kellogg (2006) Plant Syst. Evol., 259, 89-120.

2) H. Moazzeni, S. Zarre, I.A. Al-Shehbaz, K. Mummenhoff (2010) Flora, 205, 337-343.

3) P.H. Davis (1965) Flora of Turkey and the East Aegean Islands, 1, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh.

4) H. Moazzeni, S. Zarre, H. Maroofi (2008) Turk J. Bot., 32, 243-247.

5) P.H. Davis (1964) Notes Roy. Bot. Gard. Edinb., 26, 11-25.

6) F. Conti, G. Abbate, A. Alessandrini, C. Blasi (2005) An annotated checklist of the Italian Vascular flora, Palombi,
Roma.

110° Congtesso S.B.I. (IPSC) - Pavia, 14 - 17 September 2015



	SBI_abstract_2015_congresso 1
	SBI_abstract_2015_congresso 198

