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SLSTAINABILITY, A MULTIFACETED CONCEPT.

The Hrst definilion n lemporal oedes of sustsinable development was the one contained in Lhe
Brundtland repart in 1957 and Taler remalen from the World Commission on Tnvironment and
Prevélopment (WCED), aceording @o which: “The development is sustainalzle if it meets the nesds of
the present generatioms without compromising the possibilily of te fabhmre gonerations to meet their
necds” The central element of this definition 1s the need to search a equity of an intargena-ational
lepe: the futurg generations have the same rights of the present ones, In the secomd analvsis, can be
alsn seen a infragemerationg] equily, i, people belonging (o diflerent palitical, cconomic, sodal ard
geoagraphical reahibios wilthin the zame genoralion have The same sighls. This stalemont inktroduces the
thems of sustainabilily between praduction faclors. The praduction of goods and services of a courhy
is made possible by he use of physical (eapital represented by machinesh heman (labour Force) and
environmenta. production factors, The proportions of thess factors depend on many aspects: the
m."r‘ai|'rﬂ'ri|i1_'_.-' of cartain fechmology, the development leval of the country, the costs of varions fartors,
Within s aplical the concepl of substitutabilidy cakes place, about which see can conzider four

positions:
Very weak sustainability (YW3E) (position of abundance!
- Weak sustainability (W3S (accomrmodating position)
- Strong sustainability (55] (community position)
- Wery strong sustainabiliby {V55) (radical position)

1t for the proponents of the weak sustainakilily 2 growlh wiloul limils is admissible weak anc in
genwril e growth itselt is considered as a positive factor, for the supporters of 1w slrong
suslainabiliiy the eronnmic geowth is seenas an element 1o curh amd condral, There is a point boyond
which the industeial activities, pollution and ather human activities, i carried ol v a non-responsible
way, can cause nol remediable damage nod only o the environmend thal surrounds us, bul bo the
entite. coosystom (carrying capecityy. ‘Lhe policies oricnicd (ooan envirommmenktal and  terrd tm'iai
improvement have been done by man v man, in a Tmg tenm vision. Hete i, therefore, the need ‘o

puarantse conditions of human welfare (security, health, education, et}
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