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5. SPATIAL INDICATORS FOR A EUROPE 2020 STRATEGY TERRITORIAL ANALYSIS
SIESTA'

Francesco Bonsinetto’, Angelo Cannizzaro®, Enzo Falco®, Barbara Lino’,
Giuseppe Modica®

5.1 PROJECT SYNOPSIS

The Europe 2020 Strategy (EU2020) launched on 3 March 2010 by the EC is a new key policy based on
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth to help EU facing global economic crisis with ambitious objectives
to be reached by 2020.

In this policy context, considering the close link of this Strategy to territorial cohesion, the SIESTA
project (Spatial indicators for a Europe 2020 Strategy Territorial Analysis), funded by the ESPON 2013
Programme, examines regional differences between EU Member States (MS), the territorial dimension of
initiatives and targets and different types of challenges for regional development towards the objectives of
the EU2020S.

Analysing the meaning and the geographical patterns of some significant indicators quoted directly or
indirectly in the document “Europe 2020”, one of the main results is the ‘Atlas’ that gives a “picture” of the
current situation in Europe with reference to the targets and flagship initiatives set out in the EU2020S.

The aim of the project was to provide evidence on the territorial dimension of the EU2020S by
identifying opportunities for different types of regions. The results of this ESPON project are intended to be
useful for policy makers in identifying territorial interventions and developing strategies at a regional scale.
The findings of this project furthermore enable policy makers to steer the implementation of the EU2020S,
also providing some useful guidelines and policy recommendations. The Italian research partner from
University Mediterranea of Reggio Calabria coordinated the section on Sustainable Growth (green
economy, energy, climate change).

5.2 ITALY'S SITUATION

The current situation in Italy appears to be somewhat bad if compared with that of the main European
economies (Map 9). If for some indicators such as energy efficiency, labour productivity, energy intensity of
the economy and other environment-related indicators such as Natura 2000 network and municipal waste
collection, Italy is amongst the best performing MS, for many other indicators the situation is all but
satisfying.

! English translation provided by the Authors

2 Contract Professor of Urban Policies, Department of Architectural Heritage and Urban Planning, University "Mediterranea" of
Reggio Calabria

3 Research Fellow in Urban Policies, Department of Architectural Heritage and Urban Planning, University "Mediterranea" of Reggio
Calabria

* PhD in Urban Planning, Department of Design, Technology, Architecture, Land and Environment, University of the University of
Rome "La Sapienza"

® Post-doc in Urban and Territorial Planning, Department of Architecture, University of Palermo

® Researcher in Rural buildings and agro-forestry territory, Department of Agriculture, University "Mediterranea" of Reggio Calabria
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Main indicators that express negative trends concern per-capita GDP, number of people employed in
ICT sectors, early school leavers, investments in R&D. The latter does not concern only public sector but
also the so-called business expenditure in R&D. Worrying are also the low numbers of population aged 30—
34 with tertiary education and percentages of individuals who have never used a computer. The situation
of Italy, and above all, South Italy is comparable only with Portugal, Romania and Bulgaria. Moreover,
especially serious is the conditions of women and their access to the labour market with strongly marked
gender imbalances. Such situation concerns the whole country and similar conditions are found in certain
areas of Greece, Spain and the Balkans.

Map 9: Index of Europe 2020 Strategy

Source: ESPON SIESTA

5.3 SIGNIFICANT TRENDS AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL

Trends and regional patterns were analysed by means of a specific index implemented within the
project: the SIESTA Index. The SIESTA index measures the performance of region with regard to all eight
headline targets of the EU2020S in a [0, 100] range. A region scores 100 if all eight targets are reached, 0 if
the region is farthest away. This index shows a clear north—south divide in Italy. All southern regions show
an index lower than 50, whilst all other regions show values between 50 and 70. However, if such an
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analysis takes into consideration the whole of the EU-27, the performances of the Italian regions are far
from best performing regions of Northern and Western Europe. The current situation in Italy is comparable
only with that of Spain, Greece and countries of Eastern Europe, even though southern Italy as a whole bloc
shows one of the worst performances comparable only with Andalusia and Extremadura in Spain and
eastern regions of Romania.

5.4 POLICIES FOR ITALY AND ITS REGIONS

The results of the SIESTA project highlight that there is great potential within Italy for improvement of
regional performances even in sectors such as energy efficiency of the economy where current
performances are among the top of EU MSs.

Whereas, as far as greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) and energy production from renewables (RES) are
concerned performances can be greatly improved. The former, by acting and taking action mostly at local
and regional level since emissions appear to be extremely related to main metropolitan areas. Improving
household behaviour, delivering public transport improvements in large cities since transport accounts for
about one quarter of all EU GHG, drawing new freight transport policies and new and more efficient
buildings could deliver greater improvements than expected, not only relatively to cutting emissions but
also with regard to energy efficiency.

Green economy and RES can stimulate job creation, investments in new technologies. Investment in
this sector as well as measures to constantly increase energy efficiency have the potential to reduce energy
dependency of Italy resulting in lowers costs of end products which coupled with potentially cheaper
freight transport would bear extremely positive results for the whole national economy.
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