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AN INTANGIBLE SMART CITY INSIDE THE TANGIBLE
HISTORICAL CITY: THE SMART HERITAGE AS
REGENERATION OF EURO-MEDITERRANEAN REALITIES

Vattano Smrlight1

1Univcrsity of  Palermo, Department of  Architecture, Palermo, Italy,
starlight. vattano@libero.it, starlight.vattano@unipa.it

Abstract

The current European context is suggesting a new model for the construction of
the contemporary city, a new vision for the regeneration of public space, not only
a material infrastructure, but also a virtual one, which provides citizens with a
relevant role in the rethinking of the city through new methods of participation.
This is the smart city model, resulted by the EU interventions, beginning with
Europe 2020 and Digital Agenda at the European and national level. It compares
with issues relating to various fields of application: technological field, on the
design and application of innovative solutions in the field of information and
computer systems and new technologies for smart cities, taking into account the
trade, socio-organizational and regulations issues; organizational field, related to
Living Labs, which is a set of initiatives and innovative projects on the issues of
the city and environment, involving citizens in living laboratories within the urban
public spaces; management field for
complex organizations that use modem
technologies, such as in the services and
economic sector. The smart city model
thus aims to environmental security,
energy management in urban
environments, management of logistics
and info-mobility and monitoring of
environmental changes. In this context,
the citizen, through the practice of smart
citizenship, characterized by knowledge
and creativity, participates in the
construction of new urban spaces where
people exchange information via the
Fig. 1 Smart meter in the historic centre of phySiCé_ll_and dlgta] irfﬁ'astmcmres, s_p frwe
Malaga for the smart management of traffic. for civic mobilization and political
participation. Also talking about the smart
model it refers to a complexity of sectors involved (housing, mobility, public
services, culture, governance, energy, security, economy, environment) for which
it is now necessary to understand an integration supported by the virtual network
consisting in the smart grids. The Euro-Mediterranean realities, who have
accepted this proposal of urban regeneration, have followed different approaches
for the construction of their intelligent model.
The proposed research examines how this EU policy is facilitating the
construction of smart cities that are confronted with a cultural heritage to be
protected, as is already happening in some urban realities of the Euro-
Mediterranean band. We will proceed by making comparisons between the
strategies adopted, through the identification of the most common civic practices
and of the virtual infrastructure used. Then this article will bring to light how the
virtual city descends into the historic one, how these two realities complement

(3
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each other and when the virtiial city makes use of that historical and material one.
The geographic area under consideration will include some euro-Mediterranean
urban contexts, historically consolidated, which today are putting into practice the
smart city model. Identify the point of contact between the two kinds of cities,
material and immaterial ones, in the urban reality historically consolidated, it
becomes a critical step to achieving a more conscious urban quality, as you
attempt to establish a process of cultural identification through the knowledge of
their own historical heritage.
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