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RESUMEN: Esta propuesta investiga el papel de las grandes Exposiciones contemporaneas en la transformacion
de la ciudad y del territorio, desarrollandose en torno a algunas cuestiones propias de estos eventos: su papel
creciente en las politicas urbanas contemporaneas y €l proyecto urbano y arquitectdnico como generador de la
recalificacién de areas abandonadas u obsoletas.
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ABSTRACT. This paper studies the influence of greal confemporary Expositions on the transformation of cifies
and of termitories, developing some aspects we consider refevant of these events: their growing relevance in urban
contemporary politics and the urban and architectural project as creator of the regeneration of abandoned or
obsolete areas. Against the short duration of these events, the positive and negative effects, like the definition of
new urban and territorial domains, the modernization of infrastructures and services, the impulse of private
stakeholders toward building jands and the consolidation of City-Brand in tourism nets among others, have a
much longer duration, and depend on the urban confext on the pubiic and private Stakeholders and on
organizational agreements. We study the evolution of Expo 92 in Seviile, Expo "98 in Lisbon and the Swiss Expo
02 wvery different in their conception and context, and that resuffs explanatory of actual methodologies and
models, and of the results according with their adaptation to the urban and citizens' needs. The relation between
event and urban renewal alfow us fo study the theme of urban transformation strategies and the theme of the new
image of the cify and the ferritory after the event.
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