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THE BOOK: What is green? A life style, a fashion trend, a philosophy? All of that and much more. This 
question generated a workshop at The University of Palermo, which had been invited, together with 
other Italian universities, to take part in the students’ competition Costruire Green Life, promoted by 
the magazine Interni: an occasion to formulate some answers under the shape of projects, ideas and 
words, on one of the major current themes, the environment and its resources, with which architects 
and designers are confronted, but towards which all of us are summoned to take a position.  
 
The book What is green? conveys the outlines of the refl ection emerged during the workshop and 
presented through the exhibition held at its end. Projects by Vito Priolo, green pantry; Anna Maria 
Ferraro and Paolo La Spina, green shelf; Monica Andaloro and Andrea Di Franco, le tapis énérgetique; 
Stanislao Gabriele Anello and Michela Maniscalco, green mobile. The book is the first number of the 
series transforma, a collection of small books, which go through architecture and issues of our times. 
This was one way of facing the question, but above all of generating other questions, being convinced 
that an open attitude could trigger suggestions, planning skills and a new form of responsibility. 
 
BY GATEANO LICATA:  
«Is design green? If by design we mean the invisible part of a project, which rules or, even better, 
induces behaviours, as opposed to all designs which fi nd their raison d’être in their direct visibility 
only, maybe we have a possible key in our hands. An improvement in our relationship with the 
resources is usually proposed only through the use of new products, which do not belong to the green 
logics, precisely because they are new and because they substitute older products. The invisible design, 
in the case of green, needs new assumptions and new motivations, leading to new objects or 
relationships between people,  and between people and things generating or transforming previous 
things, with a diff erent perception of new needs, objects, cars or houses, beyond any formal rhetoric. 
This is necessary to respond to a condition of restrictions, of uncompulsory growth, of slowness, which 
need small  breaking off  actions, even within rigid scientific disciplines». 
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