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FOREWORD

The IX International Symposium on Plum and Prune Genetics, Breeding and Pomology took place
in Palermo from 16 to 19 March 2008. It was organized by the Dipartimento di Colture Arboree of
the University of Palermo under the auspices of the International Society for Horticultural Science,
the University of Palermo and the Assessorato Agricoltura e Foreste of Sicily. The Symposium also
secured the patronage of the Italian Horticultural Society (SOI), of the Accademia dei Georgofili, of
the Regional Government, of the Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity Onlus, of the Faculty of
Agriculture and of the Consiglio per la Ricerca e la Sperimentazione in Agricoltura (CRA) within
the Ministry for Agriculture, Food and Forest Politics.

The Symposium was organised and divided into 5 oral and poster sessions and opened with an
introductory lecture delivered by Francesco Sottile who spoke, on behalf of a wide number of
Italian researchers, about the present stage and perspectives of plum cultivation in Italy. Later,
Walter Hartmann gave an historical perspective on the situation of this ISHS Working Group since
the beginning of its activities up to and including its present aims regarding the genetic
improvement of plums and prunes at an international level.

On the first day, the oral session opened with topics related to genetic resources and genetic
improvement and was followed by the session on “Orchard management, nutrition, quality and
post-harvest”; the preservation and characterization of genetic resources connected to the plum, the
management of orchard systems, nutrition and the maintenance of high quality standards in the
post-harvest phase were the main arguments of the day, which were all deeply investigated through
the presentations and the associated discussions.

The second day was entirely dedicated to topics regarding research at a biological and plant/tree
defence level and there were several presentations about floral biology and innovations for the
defence and control of ‘sharka’ virus, by means of various strategies of genetic improvement,
requiring more and more detailed evaluation experiments of the tolerance and resistance sources
and of the expression mechanisms.

On the 19th, as part of the oral and poster presentations and discussions, during the cultivar and
rootstock session, several experiences in the study of scion-rootstock relationships, in their
expression mechanisms and in vigour control of such combinations in relation to recently
developed scion cultivars were presented. The main features of recently released cultivars were
introduced, especially those present in some countries such as those in Eastern Europe, where the
species is widely grown. In the afternoon, posters and discussions were completely focused on
biological, physiological and economic topics. There followed the plenary session, which
stimulated great enthusiasm and vivid participation towards further study and deeper scientific
investigations.

During the closing session, Francesco Sottile, Tony Webster and Walter Hartmann outlined the
main elements of the meeting and pinpointed the high quality standards of the work and the
excellent relationships apparent among different researchers from different areas of the world.

On the 20th and 21st tha participants had chance to visit plum orchards nearby Palermo and a
biodynamic plum orchard set up by adopting Japanese cultivars.

The Symposium was marked by the presence of more than 60 participants and by the full
appreciation from the ISHS representatives who welcomed the renewed interest in the Japanese
cultivar in areas other than the Northern or Eastern European ones.

This volume is based on the papers presented at the Symposium after a deep revision and would
represent an upgrade of the research activity that is currently ongoing on this species around the
world.

Francesco Sottile
Convener
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