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Title Proceedings of the Second International 
Conference of the Journal “Scuola Democratica” – 
Reinventing Education VOLUME III Pandemic and 
Post-Pandemic Space and Time 

This volume contains papers presented in the 2nd 
International Conference of the Journal “Scuola 
Democratica” which took place online on 2-5 June 2021. 
The Conference was devoted to the needs and prospects 
of Reinventing Education. 

The challenges posed by the contemporary world have 
long required a rethinking of educational concepts, policies 
and practices. The question about education ‘for what’ as 
well as ‘how’ and ‘for whom’ has become unavoidable and 
yet it largely 

remained elusive due to a tenacious attachment to the 
ideas and routines of the past which are now far off the 
radical transformations required of educational systems. 

Scenarios, reflections and practices fostering the 
possibility of change towards the reinvention of the 
educational field as a driver of more general and global 
changes have been centerstage topics at the Conference. 
Multidisciplinary approach from experts from different 
disciplinary communities, including sociology, pedagogy, 
psychology, economics, architecture, political science has 
brought together researchers, decision makers and 
educators from all around the world to investigate 
constraints and opportunities for reinventing education.  

The Conference has been an opportunity to present and 
discuss empirical and theoretical works from a variety of 
disciplines and fields covering education and thus 
promoting a trans- and inter-disciplinary discussion on 
urgent topics; to foster debates among experts and 
professionals; to diffuse research findings all over 
international scientific networks and practitioners’ 
mainstreams; to launch further strategies and networking 
alliances on local, national and international scale; to 
provide a new space for debate and evidences to 
educational policies. In this framework, more than 800 
participants, including academics, educators, university 
students, had the opportunity to engage in a productive 
and fruitful dialogue based on research, analyses and 
critics, most of which have been published in this volume 
in their full version. 
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Pandemic and Post-Pandemic Space and Time  
A Premise 
Papers in this third volume deals with the Covid-19 pandemic 
which is having an enormous impact on education systems 
worldwide. Policy makers, teachers, school managers, parents 
and students have been called to the reinvent their way of ‘doing 
school’. At the same time, the governance of the education 
system and schools’ organizations have been exposed to 
unprecedented tensions. 

Within a short period of time, radical changes had to be 
introduced, simultaneously, at various levels of the school 
system. At national and regional level, there has been the need 
to rethink the way in which teachers are recruited, engaged and 
managed. National assessment and evaluation systems have 
been suspended or redefined in their uses by school actors The 
ways through which institutes were managed and organized had 
to be rethought, passing in a very short time through an on and 
off of dematerialization and hyper-normativity of time and space. 
Within schools, managers and teachers have been called to 
redefine the role of digital technologies in their didactic, as well 
as in their relationships with families and students. In some 
cases, these set of changes led to experience novel and 
unexpected daily proximities, in other prevailed a context 
characterized by distance and unsatisfactory relationships. 
Managers and teachers have been asked to re-invent their 
professionality to rethink their organizational, didactic and 
relational competences. Students and families, on their side, 
have been called to rebuild and reimagine new way of being at 
school, re-inventing the spaces and time of schooling and the 
way in which they relate among each other and with teachers. 

The pandemic emergency has been a lens revealing 
intersections and structural tensions among various level and 
actors of the education system, but also allowing opportunities 
of changes thanks to the exogenous shock. At the same time, it 
must be considered that the emergency is interacting on pre-
existing inequalities and contradictions. The pandemic clearly 
revealed the deep disparities of educational opportunities 
associated to students’ life and housing conditions, beyond their 
access and uses of technological devices. Remote teaching and 
the enactment of an ‘emergency didactic’ has exacerbated 
learning difficulties for underprivileged students (children facing 
material deprivation, students with migratory background, 
students with special needs or disable, etc.). The interaction 
between the pandemic and pre-existing inequalities created 
different contextual conditions for actors’ agency, orienting 



toward different directions the pandemic’s transformational 
potential. 

Higher education systems have been affected too: in constant 
evolution due to constant transformations of society and 
changed functions of knowledge, universities have undergone a 
structural change along with pandemic times. Simultaneously, 
the growing relevance of knowledge for the economic 
development of the capitalistic system has profoundly affected 
higher education systems, characterized by the neo-liberal 
approach which his subject of increasing critical analysis. 

However, Higher education systems are starting to be affected 
by other somewhat inevitable changing processes due to the 
evolution of knowledge and the consequent forms of its 
transmission. These forms have to be necessarily new both 
because of the availability of new instruments and the increased 
need to develop interpretative models of a constant and often 
unpredictable change. In this juncture the university might 
assume a renewed central role. At Higher Education System 
level, the growing use of digital instruments is envisaged in order 
to cope with the rising of the management rates of the training 
offer as well as to answer to the growing differentiation of user 
categories. A feasible consequence could be the increasing of 
the already pressure for the differentiation among the 
universities, with the related social implications. 

At individual university level, it is foreseeable the demand for 
university involvement in tackling the problems of society and 
the economy will increase. And this at global, national and local 
level. From an organizational point of view the most significant 
feature is represented by the accumulation of traditional and 
new tasks that do not seem to be possible to manage. Whatever 
form the higher education systems will come to take, it remains 
that a central point to be clarified concerns the management of 
change. It will be the market that will impose its rules and the 
universities will organize themselves individually within the 
invisible enclosures that will guide their policies (with predictable 
growing social and territorial differences), or instead the State 
will choose incentive policies to direct its training system. It 
remains that in a condition of uncertainty and constant change 
the university’s roles multiply and become – at least potentially 
– more and more central. It can therefore be argued that the 
university is not only called upon to respond to the demands of 
society but by elaborating answers and solutions to the 
problems it progressively affects the functioning of society. 

We are fully aware that each educational experience produces 
specific results and definitions of teaching-learning practices. 
The well-established model of the magister teacher, based on a 
one-to-many transmission of knowledge, is complemented by 
new configurations of teaching-learning practices. There are 



teaching practices that cultivate the ambition to combine the 
technological innovation with the psychological and pedagogical 
issues. Educational technologies, such as the Interactive 
Whiteboard, incorporate a new grammar and pragmatic in which 
the emphasis is placed on the involvement and the participation 
of the student, as well as on a “reverse teaching”, compared to 
the traditional one. The diffusion of online educational platforms, 
based on algorithmic architectures and data-driven approaches, 
also draws attention to a personalized way of learning and a 
datafication of teaching. Digital technologies are therefore 
stimulating a series of transformations in the socio-material 
order of the class affecting the spatial and temporal 
configuration of teaching. At the same time, they are embedded 
in the complexity of the educational contexts that rework their 
practical and symbolic value. 

In the European framework of strengthening the relations 
between the labour market and education, we also witness the 
implementation of teaching practices associated with the idea of 
knowledge as an economic and social investment. Recently, a 
large field of critical investigation has highlighted how teaching 
aimed at improving the employment prospects of students is 
deeply affecting public values in education. At the same time, 
different points of view in the educational field claim to postpone 
the transmission of skills related to the labour market to broader 
educational objectives of social inclusion and civic participation. 

The new proxemics imposed by the current pandemic challenge 
traditional spatial configuration, from the arrangement of desks 
to the mobile use of chairs, from the forms of communication in 
virtual environments to the interaction in the classroom. 
Therefore, this is to register the need to re-elaborate the ecology 
of the educational practices, starting from the socio-material 
space of learning. 
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Citizenship 2011 2014 2017 2014/2011 2017/2014
FS 12496 13027 15503 4,2 19,0

IT 265904 257730 278625 -3,1 8,1

TOT 278400 270757 294128 -2,7 8,6

4,5 4,8 5,3

Cohort

Italy

FS (%)

Variation rates
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Cohort Citizenship FS IT TOT
N. 6687 5809 12496
% 53,5 46,5 4,5
N. 1053 264851 265904

% 0,4 99,6 95,5
N. 7740 270660 278400

% 2,8 97,2 100
N. 5533 7494 13027
% 42,5 57,5 4,8
N. 1131 256599 257730
% 0,4 99,6 95,2
N. 6664 264093 270757
% 2,5 97,5 100
N. 6913 8590 15503
% 44,6 55,4 5,3
N. 1576 277049 278625

% 0,6 99,4 94,7
N. 8489 285639 294128

% 2,9 97,1 100

Diploma

2011

2014

TOT

2017

FS

IT

TOT

FS

IT

TOT

FS

IT
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Cit-Dip Gender 2011 2014 2017
N. 3633 2941 3686

% 54,3 53,2 53,3
N. 3054 2592 3227

% 45,7 46,8 46,7
N. 3678 4656 5250

% 63,3 62,1 61,1
N. 2131 2838 3340
% 36,7 37,9 38,9
N. 149195 141967 152655
% 56,1 55,1 54,8
N. 116709 115763 125970

% 43,9 44,9 45,2

Cohort

IST

SGI

IT

F

M

F

M

F

M
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University of enrolment Cit-Dip 2011 2014 2017
N. 556 462 599

% 57,7 54,1 47,1
N. 408 392 674

% 42,3 45,9 52,9
N. 395 299 388

% 50,5 35,9 37,6
N. 387 533 644

% 49,5 64,1 62,4
N. 351 264 433

% 46,4 37,4 40,4
N. 405 442 639

% 53,6 62,6 59,6
N. 744 536 491

% 80,3 77,3 80,8
N. 183 157 117

% 19,7 22,7 19,2
N. 293 320 319

% 49,5 45,6 46,4
N. 299 381 368

% 50,5 54,4 53,6
N. 461 421 313

% 90,6 55,4 49,8
N. 48 339 315

% 9,4 44,6 50,2
N. 2800 2302 2543

% 41,9 41,6 36,8
N. 1730 2244 2757

% 29,8 29,9 32,1
N. 3887 3231 4370

% 58,1 58,4 63,2
N. 4079 5250 5833

% 70,2 70,1 67,9

IST

SGI

Cohort

IST

SGI

IST

SGI

IST

SGI
First 6 universities

Other universities

IST

SGI

IST

SGI

IST

SGI

IST

SGI

University of Bologna

La Sapienza

University of Turin

Politechnic of Turin

University of Florence

University of Milan
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Area of enrolment Cit-Dip 2011 2014 2017
N. 925 708 1164

% 13,8 12,8 16,8
N. 533 811 828

% 9,2 10,8 9,6
N. 2336 1858 2140

% 34,9 33,6 31,0
N. 1692 2183 2619

% 29,1 29,1 30,5
N. 2196 1807 2466

% 32,8 32,7 35,7
N. 2549 3004 3423

% 43,9 40,1 39,9
N. 1230 1160 1141

% 18,4 21,0 16,5
N. 1035 1496 1719

% 17,8 20,0 20,0

IST N. 6687 5533 6911

SGI % 5809 7494 8589

Cohort

SGI

IST

SGI

Total

Health

Scientific

Social

Humanities

IST

SGI

IST

SGI

IST
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- 

- 

- 

Citizenship Cit-Dip <=10 >10 TOT <=10 >10 TOT <=10 >10 TOT

Italy IT 27,1 72,9 265904 22,5 77,5 257730 22,7 77,3 278625
IST 37,2 62,8 478 35,5 64,5 344 36,8 63,2 429

SGI 34,2 65,8 1145 29,6 70,4 1355 30,6 69,4 1161
IST 8,5 91,5 410 8,1 91,9 273 10,1 89,9 425

SGI 32,7 67,3 55 36,7 63,3 30 31,6 68,4 38
IST 44,7 55,3 1057 54,7 45,3 945 43,3 56,7 751

SGI 37,3 62,7 209 29,2 70,8 209 26,3 73,7 281
IST 69,4 30,6 173 45,8 54,2 83 41,4 58,6 58

SGI 46,2 53,8 39 33,3 66,7 63 45,2 54,8 62
IST 42,5 57,5 464 38,8 61,2 245 34,1 65,9 226

SGI 35,5 64,5 1101 31,0 69,0 1620 31,9 68,1 2090
IST 30,5 69,5 187 33,2 66,8 196 34,4 65,6 212

SGI 33,3 66,7 84 36,1 63,9 108 33,9 66,1 118
IST 66,7 33,3 171 46,3 53,7 242 36,9 63,1 130

SGI 55,3 44,7 47 53,7 46,3 54 31,0 69,0 87
IST 40,0 60,0 3747 36,4 63,6 3205 31,1 68,9 4682

SGI 40,2 59,8 3129 36,8 63,2 4055 35,5 64,5 4753
IST 40,0 60,0 6687 38,7 61,3 5533 31,9 68,1 6913

SGI 38,0 62,0 5809 34,1 65,9 7494 33,7 66,3 8590

2017

Total 
Foreigners

Cohort

Albania

Cameroon

China

Pakistan

Romania

Russia

Tunisia

Others

2011 2014



502 

502 



503 
 

503 

Citizenship Cit-Dip ST MOV DROP TOT ST MOV DROP TOT ST MOV DROP TOT

Italy IT 74,7 11,8 13,5 265904 78,2 9,8 12,1 257730 77,4 10,6 12,0 278625
IST 76,2 4,2 19,7 478 76,5 4,7 18,9 344 76,7 4,7 18,6 429

SGI 77,2 7,3 15,5 1145 78,5 7,2 14,2 1355 75,7 8,4 15,9 1161
IST 88,0 9,0 2,9 410 89,7 6,6 3,7 273 86,4 7,8 5,9 425

SGI 65,5 7,3 27,3 55 73,3 6,7 20,0 30 65,8 7,9 26,3 38
IST 74,2 14,0 11,8 1057 65,7 16,6 17,7 945 67,9 10,9 21,2 751

SGI 73,2 9,6 17,2 209 78,5 6,7 14,8 209 78,3 6,8 14,9 281
IST 79,8 2,3 17,9 173 59,0 7,2 33,7 83 69,0 3,4 27,6 58

SGI 64,1 2,6 33,3 39 76,2 7,9 15,9 63 58,1 16,1 25,8 62
IST 69,6 3,9 26,5 464 70,6 3,3 26,1 245 73,9 2,2 23,9 226

SGI 73,9 8,5 17,5 1101 77,5 6,1 16,4 1620 74,4 8,9 16,7 2090
IST 79,7 4,8 15,5 187 68,9 5,1 26,0 196 76,4 3,3 20,3 212

SGI 76,2 6,0 17,9 84 75,9 5,6 18,5 108 78,8 6,8 14,4 118
IST 50,9 11,7 37,4 171 55,8 6,2 38,0 242 72,3 6,9 20,8 130

SGI 61,7 14,9 23,4 47 64,8 7,4 27,8 54 71,3 8,0 20,7 87
IST 68,9 7,2 23,9 3747 67,4 5,8 26,8 3205 72,5 5,4 22,1 4697

SGI 70,9 8,2 20,9 3129 72,1 8,1 19,9 4055 71,9 7,9 20,2 4780
IST 71,6 7,8 20,6 6687 68,3 7,5 24,2 5533 73,2 5,9 20,8 6928

SGI 72,7 8,1 19,2 5809 74,6 7,4 18,0 7494 73,2 8,2 18,6 8617
Total 

Foreigners

Cohort

China

Russia

Pakistan

Romania

Tunisia

Others

2011 2014 2017

Albania

Cameroon

Country Cit-Dip % BA's Total % BA's Total
Italy IT 44.9 220456 51.3 212024

ES-ES 24.8 395 26.3 278
ES-IT 32.2 993 35.8 1195
ES-ES 48.8 371 44.1 227
ES-IT 36.4 44 30.8 26
ES-ES 18.7 1052 16.0 931
ES-IT 35.8 204 42.0 200
ES-ES 6.9 173 14.6 82
ES-IT 30.6 36 32.7 55
ES-ES 30.9 408 31.9 210
ES-IT 32.5 988 38.0 1449
ES-ES 31.0 174 30.6 170
ES-IT 35.9 78 34.4 96
ES-ES 5.4 167 5.9 236
ES-IT 22.0 41 21.3 47
ES-ES 30.4 2675 28.8 2390
ES-IT 28.5 2834 31.9 3628
ES-ES 26.7 5923 25.4 4797
ES-IT 30.3 5247 34.1 6721

Total

Cohort
2011 2014

Albania

Cameroon

China

Pakistan

Romania

Russia

Tunisia

Others
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Country % BA's Total % BA's Total % BA's Total % BA's Total
Italy 50.3 120679 38.3 99777 57.0 114239 44.6 97785

Albanya 34.7 896 21.7 492 38.8 925 25.9 548
Cameroon 57.9 195 38.2 220 50.8 118 35.6 135

Chna 27.2 637 15.7 619 25.7 580 15.2 551
Greece 17.6 51 18.0 61 36.0 50 17.2 29

Iran 14.2 183 15.0 147 16.1 87 19.5 77
Israel 24.3 37 27.6 58 26.9 26 27.6 29

Pakistan 38.9 18 8.4 191 36.4 33 17.3 104
Romania 36.0 963 23.1 433 42.7 1114 26.1 545

Russia 32.9 210 31.0 42 34.6 214 21.2 52
Tunisia 24.4 41 4.8 167 20.8 48 6.0 235
Others 33.2 3219 24.1 2290 35.9 3415 23.8 2603
Total 33.2 6450 21.8 4720 36.4 6610 22.5 4908

2011 2014
F M F M
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