
Amphipoda: towards new perspectives

20th nternational olloquium on mphipodaI C A
1-5 September 2025, Lodz, Poland

patronage

BOOK OF ABSTRACTS

The conference is co-financed from the state budget, allocated by the 
Minister of Science under the Excellent Science II Programme, Poland



2 
 

20th International Colloquium on Amphipoda organized  

by the Department of Invertebrate Zoology & Hydrobiology,  

University of Lodz 

 

Organizing Committee 

Michał Grabowski (Chairman) 

Luiz F. Andrade 

Karolina Bącela-Spychalska 

Andrea Desiderato 

Inmaculada Frutos 

Sylwia Holak 

Aleksandra Jabłońska 

Anna Jażdżewska 

Tomasz Mamos 

Serena Mucciolo 

Wanda Plaiti 

Tomasz Rewicz 

 

Volunteers and students 

Nikola Bielak 

Karolina Biniek 

Piotr Falczewski 

Kamila Głuchowska 

Gabriela Karlik 

Intissar Mnasri-Afifi 

Bronisław Wróblewski  



3 
 

Scientific Committee 
 

Michał Grabowski University of Lodz, Poland (Chairman) 

Karolina Bącela-Spychalska University of Lodz, Poland 

Jan Beermann Alfred Wegener Institute, Germany 

Denis Copilaș-Ciocianu Nature Research Centre, Lithuania 

Filipe José Oliveira Costa Universidade do Minho, Portugal 

Andrea Desiderato University of Lodz, Poland – MEDAMP workshop 

Lucia Fanini University of Salento, Italy – TALITRAITS workshop 

Cene Fišer University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

José Manuel Guerra-García University of Sevilla, Spain 

Ed Hendrycks Canadian Museum of Nature, Ottawa, Canada 

Lauren Hughes Natural History Museum, London, UK 

Anna Jażdżewska University of Lodz, Poland 

Anne-Nina Lörz University of Hamburg, Germany 

Rachael Peart National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research, 

New Zealand 

Cristiana Serejo National Museum/UFRJ, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Anne Helene Solberg Tandberg University of Bergen, Norway 

Remi Wattier University of Burgundy, France 

 

  



76 
 

Fouling Amphipoda of central Mediterranean marinas: a community characterized  

by suspension-feeders and non-indigenous species (NIS) 

Caterina Martino1, Antonina Badalucco1,2, Alessio Tuninetti3, Davide Iaciofano1, Randa Mejri4, 

Sabrina Lo Brutto1,2 
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Marinas are hotspots of NIS which can threaten marine biodiversity and are spread by boating,  
a notable vector of Amphipoda introduction due to the order’s limited spreading abilities. This 

work aimed to inquire into the variability and dynamism of Amphipoda fouling fauna in three 

Italian key sites: the Palermo and Trapani marinas, both highly anthropized recreational boating 

spots facing two protected marine areas, Ustica Island and Egadi Islands, and the marina of Licata. 

Amphipods were collected for the first time in two additional sites, in the marine protected areas 

of Bergeggi, Italy, and in the Kerkennah archipelago, Tunisia, allowing for comparison  
of communities along a north-south axis, at different latitudes and levels of anthropogenic impact. 

The study was more than an assessment of diversity, it also considered the species’ biological 

traits. The total number of identified individuals was 1520, belonging to 16 different species. Four 

were NIS or cryptogenic species. The NIS Caprella scaura Templeton, 1836 was abundant in all 

marinas and surpassed in both abundance and frequency the other present predator, Phtisica 

marina Slabber, 1769, likely due to C. scaura’s plasticity of feeding behaviour, being able to rely 

on filter-feeding when fully matured instead of being limited to carnivorous predation like  
P. marina. The cryptogenic species Jassa slatteryi Conlan, 1990, a grazer efficient in the creation 

of detritus, was only in Trapani. Wherever J. slatteryi was absent, we found the detritivorous 

tubicolous Eritchtonius brasiliensis (Dana, 1853) and the NIS Stenothoe georgiana Bynum & Fox, 

1977, in Palermo, Licata and one of the sampled piers in Trapani. The highly invasive 

detritivorous, tubicolous NIS Laticorophium baconi (Shoemaker, 1934) was found in all except 

one sampling site in Licata, where the mediterranean Monocorophium acherusicum (A. Costa, 

1853) was still present. In Kerkennah, the NIS Ampithoe bizseli Özaydinli & Coleman, 2012 was 

collected; in Bergeggi S. georgiana was present. The sites showed an ample variety of species 

occupying the available trophic niches of a community characterized by suspension-feeders. 

Fouling community structure and NIS assemblage varied, unrelated to seasonality, among the 

different marinas but also between separate piers within the marinas of Trapani and Licata. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


