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MEDAMP: A collaborative reference library for amphipods of the Mediterranean
and adjacent seas
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The Mediterranean Sea and adjacent basins host a rich diversity of amphipod crustaceans, yet a
comprehensive molecular reference library is still lacking. To address this gap, MEDAMP was
launched as an open, collaborative initiative dedicated to building a curated DNA barcode library
for this crucial group. We encourage contributions of morphologically identified specimens for
standardized cytochrome c oxidase subunit I (COI) sequencing. To date, MEDAMP has processed
over 1000 specimens from across the region. This growing dataset provides invaluable
contributions for species identification and implementation of environmental DNA tools,
uncovering cryptic diversity and informing phylogenetic research. The resulting sequences and
associated metadata (including locality, habitat, images, and taxonomy) are deposited in the BOLD
system database and will soon be publicly accessible. As one of the first results, the introduced
Aoroides longimerus Ren & Zheng, 1996 was reported for the first time in several countries,
expanding its Atlantic and Mediterranean distribution, providing reference sequences, and
confirming its identification through morphology and DNA comparison with native specimens
from Japan. Ongoing efforts focus on expanding both geographic and taxonomic coverage and
incorporating additional genetic markers for multiple species. MEDAMP fosters collaboration and
knowledge sharing, aiming to significantly enhance our understanding of Mediterranean amphipod
biodiversity, facilitate ecological and evolutionary research, and support conservation efforts in
this biodiversity hotspot. We invite the research community and enthusiasts to contribute to this
essential resource.

65



