
2025 AEDEM International Conference

Palermo | 31 de agosto, 1 y 2 de septiempre de 2025
Palermo | August 31st, September 1st & 2nd, 2025

XXXII AEDEM International 

Conference

XXXII AEDEM International Conference 1XXXII AEDEM International Conference 1



Queda prohibida toda reproducción de la obra o partes de la misma por cualquier medio sin 
la preceptiva autorización previa.

El/los autor/es de algún/os capítulo/s de la publicación tiene/n permitido depositar su/s 
capitulo/s en el repositorio institucional de su Universidad, previo consentimiento de todos los 
coautores de su capítulo, en versión maquetada y paginada, bajo licencia CC BY-NC 4.0.

ISBN: 978-84-09-76066-4
Editorial: European Academic Publisher

XXXII AEDEM International Conference 2



Promoting Collaborations Among Archaeological Parks: A Network Analysis
Perspective

AUTHORS:

Benedetta Valeria Cannizzaro

benedettavaleria.cannizzaro@unipa.it

University of Bergamo, University of Palermo

Marcantonio Ruisi

marcantonio.ruisi@unipa.it

University of Palermo

ABSTRACT:

In  the  business  world,  collaborative  networks  are  well-established  and  extensively  studied.
However,  the  theoretical  understanding  of  inter-institutional  collaborations  within  cultural
heritage institutions remains underdeveloped. To address this gap, we apply network analysis
techniques  to  examine  the  potential  of  collaborations  among archaeological  parks  in  Sicily
(Italy), which form part of a formal cultural system. Through a survey measuring collaboration
willingness across these archaeological sites, we assess whether they are inclined, neutral, or
reluctant to engage in future collaborations with the other parks of the system. Our findings
reveal a network of potential collaborations and underline the mediator roles assumed by some
parks  in  facilitating  the  formation  of  other  partnerships.  Our  research  makes  two  key
contributions.  First,  it  advances  our  understanding  of  how  network  structures  influence
collaborative opportunities,  providing insights for  managing heritage destinations.  Second,  it
bridges network theory with cultural heritage contexts, offering a methodological framework for
analysing collaborations among cultural heritage sites. 
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