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Editors’ note

The editors would like to thank every professor, tutor and student participating in OC 2014.
Fifth edition of Piacenza OC Open City International Summer School was a great occasion to discuss about 
the relationship between architecture, creativity and innovation. 
Looking at 2015 Milano Expo, which topic is “Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life”, the aim was to weave 
a deep discussion about architecture and use of resources; the theme itself chosen for the international 
exposition (“Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life”) is becoming our fixed reference, interpreting urban 
design as more and more tied with energetic issues and with sustainability.
The project of the pavilion become a pretext through which thinking how a little ‘creative’ intervention is 
able to set out a process of transformation that can have a big echo in the urban scale. What we asked to 
the students was a change of point of view; only if we are able to develop the capability to look the world 
with new eyes, then we can provide big changes with little actions. Soil, Water and Air were the three 
basic natural elements to build up the new pavilion in Piacenza, three natural elements to look to with a 
new glance: they are not anymore decorative and contemplative complements but active and productive 
tools for transformation.  
How a little action can provide big changes? How we can assume creativity as an operative tool for the 
architecture project? To these and to other important questions the student tried to answer during the 
three weeks of Summer School. 
This book, aimed to give a point of view about the topic, collects both the answers given by the students 
and the theoretical thoughts of scientific directors, professors and tutors who have guided the students 
during the workshop. 
A heartfelt thank to all the guests who come to the OC International Summer School giving an incomparable 
contribution to focus the main issues through conferences, debates, revisions and critics. 
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